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-Mr. Wicklifpe, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which thfe> 
subject had been referred, made the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee on the Public Lands , under the order of the House, hati# 
had under consideration the following resolution: 

tc Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to in¬ 
quire, to whom, and on what conditions, the tract of land reserved by the 
4th article of the treaty with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians of October 1 9, 
1818, was leased. Whether the said tract has reverted to the United States on 
the failure of the conditions of the reservation; whether any and what change 
has been made, or attempted to be made, in the lease aforesaid, inconsistent 
with the conditions and objects of the reservation; and if so, when, by whom, 
and in whose favor, and to what effect, said change was made or attempted 
to be made. By whom the tract aforesaid is now occupied, possessed, or 
claimed; what was the reputed value in 1S18, and what is its value, as far 
as the same can be ascertained.” 

They have performed the duties therein assigned them, and now report 
the result of their investigations to the House. 

The course pursued by the committee in the discharge of the duties en¬ 
joined by the House, will be seen more at length by the journal of their pro¬ 
ceedings appended to this report. 

In accordance with the resolution of the committee of the 25th of Febru¬ 
ary, the chairman addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, requesting to be 
furnished with a copy of the journal of the commissioners who held the trea¬ 
ty, and also with a copy of the treaty between the United States and the 
Chickasaw Indians, dated 31st August, 1830. Upon the 2d day of March, 
1832, the answer of the Secretary of War, covering a copy of the treaty and. 
journals of the commissioners, was received; which papers are numbered 1, 
2, 3, and 4. 

By the journals and the treaty it appeared, officially, to the committee, 
for the first time, that the reservation under the 4th article of the treaty of 
1818, the subject of this inquiry, had been leased on the same day on which 
that treaty was signed, viz. the 19th of October, 1818, by Levi Colbert and 
James Brown, chiefs of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, to William B. Lewis* 
esq. at present the Second Auditor of the Treasury. 
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The committee have procured from the clerk of Humphreys county, in 
the State of Tennessee, a certified copy of the said lease of 1818, which is 
marked No. 5. 

By this paper, the information sought by the first inquiry in the resolu¬ 
tion of the House, viz. “ to whom, and on what conditions tfie tract of land 
reserved by the 4th article of the treaty of 1818 was leased,” is furnished. 

It was leased to William B. Lewis for one hundred and ninety nine 
years, upon the following termsand conditions: the said William B. Lewis, 
for himself, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, agreed with 
the said Levi Colbert and James Brown, that he would yearly a fid every 
year, for and during the term aforesaid, pay to them, or such other person as 
they or the nation might appoint, seven hundred and fifty bushels of salt for 
the use of said nation, and that he would sell salt at the said lick as prescrib¬ 
ed by the said 4t.h article. The said Brown and Colbert, trustees, covenant¬ 
ed with the said Lewis, that he should quietly enjoy the premises, &c ; and 
further covenanted, that they would not, by treaty or otherwise, cede to the 
United States, to any State, or to any citizen, the said four miles square dur¬ 
ing the 199 years aforesaid;” and ‘‘ in case the salt water on said reser¬ 
vation and above recited premises , upon a fair experiment being made , 
shall be found not to be of quality and quantity sufficient to justify the 
working thereof, then, and in that case, this article of agreement to be 
void and of no effect, and the above recited premises be and re-delivered 
to the said Chickasaw nation of Indians.” 

A question was raised in the discussion of this subject, pending the reso¬ 
lution in the House, whether the lease to William B. Lewis was valid; whe¬ 
ther it vested in him any title or interest, because it purports to bear date on 
the same day the treaty was signed, and before the same was ratified by the 
Senate of the United States. This suggestion induced the committee to ex¬ 
amine the journals of the Senate of the United States, to see in what terms 
under what limitations, &c. the said treaty was ratified. It appears, by the 
journals of the Senate, that President Monroe communicated the said treaty 
of the 19*h October, 1S18, to the Senate, for their advice and consent, on 
30th November, 1818. Upon the 6th of January, 1S19, the Senate ratified 
the said treaty in the usual form. 

On Friday, the Sth January, Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, submitted the 
following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to in¬ 
stitute a negotiation with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, for the cession of 
a tract of land four miles square, including a salt spring, reserved to said 
tribe by the 4th section of a treaty concluded with said nation on the 19th 
October, ISIS. Said cession, when made, shall be for the benefit of the 
State of Tennessee, said State paying the expense of holding said treaty.” 

Mr. Eaton, of rennessee, moved to amend the same, by striking out af¬ 
ter “ 1818,” anrl inserting, “ whenever he shall oe notified by the Governor 
of Tennessee that the Legislature of said State desires it to be done.” The 
amendment offered by Mr. Eaton was rejected, and the resolution offered 
by Mr. Williams was, on the 14th January, 1819, accepted. 

The President of the United States, on the 3d February, 1S19, nominat¬ 
ed John Overton, Newton Cannon, and Robert Weakley, as commissioners 
Jo negotiate for said reservation, agreeable to the foregoing resolution 
whose nomination was confirmed by the Senate upon the same day. * 

So far, then, a? appears by the Executive Journal of the Senate, that body 
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took no notice of the lease to William B. Lewis, if they had knowledge of 
it. Anxious to put the House in possession of all the facts connected with 
this subject, and believing it probable that the legislative archives of the 
State of Tennessee might contain information important to know, the chair¬ 
man addressed a letter to the Secretary of State for the State of Tennessee, 
and requested to be furnished with copies of such documents as were on file, 
and as had relation to this reservation, or the lease of it to William B. 
Lewis. In answer to which letter, the Secretary of State communicated 
copies of the proceedings of the commissioners appointed as aforesaid, by 
which it appears that no treaty was held by them with the said Indians; as¬ 
signing, among other reasons, that the Secretary of War had refused to fur¬ 
nish the money to defray the expenses of holding the said treaty. 

From the same source, the committee was furnished with a copy of an 
agreement, signed by Levi Colbert and James Brown, dated the 11th Janua¬ 
ry, (five days after the ratification of the treaty by the Senate,) with Wil¬ 
liam B. Lewis; which agreement recites the former lease of the 19th Octo¬ 
ber, 1818, is in ratification of the same, and purports to be an authority to 
Lewis forthwith to proceed and take the poss ssion of the said reservation, 
without waiting for the same to be surveyed. This paper is marked No. 6. 

The next inquiry in the order proposed by the resolution, “ whether the 
said tract has reverted to the United States on the failure of the conditions 
of the reservation,” connects itself in this investigation with that which im¬ 
mediately succeeds it, viz whether any, and what change has been made, 
or attempted to be made, in the lease aforesaid, inconsistent with the condi¬ 
tions and objects of the reservation? The committee propose to consider 
these together after they shall have responded to other arguments which suc¬ 
ceed them in the order of the resolution. 

F ora the very nature of some of the facts which the committee were in¬ 
structed to report, and which it was necessary for them to know in order to 
be able to give to the House any opinion upon the question,whether this re¬ 
servation had reverted to the United States, it became necessary to resort to 
the testimony of persons residing near the land, who knew it in 1818, and 
who w T ere acquainted with the effort made to obtain salt water by the lessee, 
Win. B. Lewis, and who also could speak of its present value. The com¬ 
mittee believed the most expeditious, and the least expensive mode to obtain 
this evidence, would be to send an agent or agents to take the depositions of 
such witnesses as might be deemed material. Under the order of the com¬ 
mittee, the chairman engaged an agent to proceed to the neighborhood of the 
land, and to take the depositions under the instructions contained in pa¬ 
per 7. Afterwards it was thought fit and expedient, for the reasons stated 
in the journal, to associate, with the agent first employed, Mr. Collingsworth. 
These gentlemen proceeded to the neighborhood of the reservation, and, 
in accordance with the directions contained in the letter of instruction, there 
was delivered to R. P. Currin, esq., a notice, of which a copy, No. 8, is an¬ 
nexed. To which Mr. Currin returned the answer No. 9. 

It should have been before stated that the committee, being admonished by 
the copy of the treaty of 1830, and of the journal of the commissioners, that 
Wm. B. Lewis and Robert P. Currin, esquires, were the persons who now 
claimed the said reservation in virtue of the first lease of 1818, and in virtue 
of the contract and treaty of August, 1830, deemed it to be due to thes« 
gentlemen to communicate a copy of the resolution of the House; 
which was done as will appear by copies of letters 10 and 11, which, it is 
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presumed these gentlemen received, though the committee have received no 
communication from them. 

The persons appointed to take testimony, performed that duty, and have re¬ 
turned the testimony to the committee. The depositions of the Reverend Jo- 
seph Browning, Abner Herrin, Beverly Herrin, Joel Rushing, Elbert Negal, 
JamesF. Blood, Abel Rushing, John Pearse, John C. Morrison, and James 
R. Davis; the first eight of which relate more particularly to the value and 
condition of the reservation. These papers are numbered 12, 13, and 14. 

The witnesses prove that, in ISIS, from the general opinion of the pros¬ 
pect of salt water upon the reservation, the value of the reservation was en¬ 
hanced at least double the value of the land. Whether they mean the then 
estimated value of the land, or the present value, fixed by themselves, is not 
stated. It is probable they mean the estimated value of the land in 1818; 
what that was the witnesses do not state. They all concur in fixing the 
present cash value of the said land, at one dollar per acre, exclusive of the 
improvements upon the same. All the witnesses concur in stating the pre¬ 
sent value of the reservation to be Si 1,990, including improvements. Tho 
same witnesses also give an answer to so much of the resolution as seeks to 
know “by whom the tract aforesaid is now occupied, possessed, or claimed.” 

There are at this time, upon the four miles square, between thirty and 
forty tenements, occupied by citizens of the State of Tennessee, the 
whole of whom are proved to have settled upon the land as public land be¬ 
longing to the United States. Two of whom, since they have settled, “have 
been prevailed upon, by Currin, to give him their obligations to pay him 
rent, provided his claim held the land.” 

These settlements commenced about, twelve years ago, viz. in 1820, and 
have continued to increase since. 

It remains now for the committee to respond to so much of the resolution 
of the House of Representatives as calls upon the committee to report whether 
the said reservation has reverted to the United States on the failure of the 
conditions of the reservation; whether any and what change has been made, 
or attempted to be made, in the lease aloresaid, inconsistent with the condi¬ 
tions and objects of the reservation. 

The first part of this inquiry will make it necessary for the committee to 
call the attention of the House to the treaty of the 19th October, 1818, the 
objects contemplated by the Government in the formation of that treaty, and 
the particular conditions contained in the fourth article thereof, and the pur¬ 
poses to be accomplished by making the reservation. 

The treaty of the 19th October, 1818, was concluded by Isaac Shelby 
and Andrew Jackson, as commissioners on the part of the United States. 
The object, to be accomplished by the treaty, was the extinguishment of the 
title of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians to that portion of the States of Ten¬ 
nessee and Kentucky, west of the Tennessee river, between the said river 
and southern boundary line of the State of Tennessee. Within this territory, 
on the Sandy river, was believed to be a valuable salt lick, at which the 
manufacture of salt could be carried on profitably. What idea of value the 
Indians attached to this reservation, the committee have no other means than 
the treaty, and the lease, of ascertaining. It is but the natural presumption 
that they., like the whites at that day, overrated its intrinsic worth, and in 
good faith, for the use of their nation, desired that the reservation of the 
same might be made to their nation for salt purposes. That reservation was 
made by the fourth article, in the following words: 
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%( Article 4. The commissioners agree, on the farther and particular appli-' 
-cation of the chiefs, and for the benefit of the poor and warriors of the said 
nation, that a tract of land, containing four miles square, to include a salt 
lick or spring on or near the river Sandy, a branch of the Tennessee river,and 
within the land hereby ceded, be reserved, and to be laid off in a square or 
oblong,so as to include the best timber, at the option of their belov-ed chiefs, 
Levi Colbert and Major James Brown, or either of them, who are hereby 
made agents and trustees for the nation, to lease the said salt lick or springs, 
on the following express conditions, viz. for the benefit of this reservation, 
as before recited, the trustees or agents are bound to lease the said reserva¬ 
tion to some citizen or citizens of the United States, for a reasonable quan¬ 
tity of salt, to be paid annually to the said nation, for the use thereof; and, 
that from and after two years after the ratification of this treaty, no salt 
made at the works to be erected on this reservation, shall be sold within 
the limits of the same for a higher price than one dollar per bushel of fifty 
pounds weight; on failure of which, the lease shall be forfeited, and the re¬ 
servation revert to the United States.” 

It is manifest that the intention of the contracting parties to this treaty 
was to extinguish the Indian right of occupancy to all the land within the 
States of Tennessee and Kentucky. The salt lick, and the reserve of four 
miles square, was situated near the centre of that portion of the land em¬ 
braced by the boundaries of the treaty, which lies within the State of Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Whilst, then, the commissioners were willing to make this reserve, and to 
give to the Indians the benefit of it, so far as a benefit could be derived by 
the manufacturing of salt, they carefully provide that the Indians should not 
remain upon it—should not enter upon it—and by their own labor manufac¬ 
ture salt, but that they should, by their trustees, Brown and Colbert, lease 
it “ to some citizen or citizens of the United States;” not for money, but 
for a reasonable quantity of salt, to be paid annually to the said nation for 
the use of the tribe. 

It is apparent that the sole object of the reservation was, to enable the 
Indians to derive a rent in salt for the use and benefit of the whole nation; 
that such reservation would not have been made, but for the belief that salt 
water did exist, of quantity and quality sufficient to justify the manufactory 
of salt. No other use—no other benefit, was permitted to accrue to the na¬ 
tion by virtue of this reservation, but a rent payable in salt . The trustees 
had not the power to lease it for farming purposes: they could not them¬ 
selves cultivate it, or manufacture salt, for'the use of the nation. 

If, then, the main object, the moving consideration for making this reser¬ 
vation, failed, to wit, its capacity to produce salt to be made at the works 
to be erected on this reservation, the benefit secured to the Indians for that 
purpose, ceased; there was a failure of the whole object for which it was 
set apart, and “the reservation reverted to the United States.” 

Can it be maintained that if there was salt water, and the trustees failed 
to lease to a citizen of the United States, for a reasonable rent in salt, that 
the reservation reverted to the United States; and yet if a lease was made, 
and after a full and fair experiment no salt could be made upon the premises, 
the reversion did not take place? A. position such as this cannot be main¬ 
tained, u-nless by changing the relation of cause and effect. Still more absurd 
would he the argument which would maintain that the only condition upon 
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which the reversion to the United States was to take effect, was when the 
lessee sold salt upon the reserve at a greater price than one dollar per bushel 
of every fifty pounds. This would be to subject the right of the Indians, to 
forfeiture, because of a fraudulent violation of the lease, or of one of the 
conditions of the reservation, when that violation might be made without 
the knowledge, approbation, or consent of the Indians. 

The committee are satisfied that the sound, legal, and rational interpreta¬ 
tion of this clause of the treaty is, that if no salt could be made upon the 
premises after a fair experiment, or if, after a reasonable time, there was a 
failure to lease the premises to a citizen or citizens of the United States for 
a reasonable rent in salt, then the reservation was to revert to the United 
States. 

Your committee have, as they believe, given the true and correct inter¬ 
pretation to this article of the treaty. They will now proceed to investigate 
the facts, with a view of ascertaining, in the language of the resolution, 
“ whether the said tract has reverted to the United States on the failure of 
the conditions and objects of the reservation.” 

It appears by the evidence, that, upon the 19lh of October, 1818, on the 
same day the treaty was made, James Brown and Levi Colbert, as trustees 
under said article, leased the said four miles square, including the salt lick, 
for the term of one hundred and ninety-nine years; for which the said Lewis 
was to pay to the nation annually 750 bushels of salt. Here then was a leasing 
to a citizen of the United States, within a reasonable time, and, it would seem, 
for a very reasonable sum, if the premises had turned out to be as valuable 
as the contracting parties on both sides believed, or had a right to expect. 
There was, then, no forfeiture incurred by the unreasonable rent reserved; 
there was no forfeiture by delay to lease within a reasonable time. 

It might be well maintained, that the lease of 19th October, 1818, being 
made before the treaty was ratified by the Senate, conveyed no title in the 
lessee, if it were not for the fact, that, after the treaty was ratified by the 
Senate, the lessee obtained from the trustees a confirmation of the lease of 
the 19th October, 1819. 

It. may be assumed that the original lease of October, 1818, was fair— 
was made in good faith, and within the terms of the fourth article of the 
treaty. It is but fair to presume an honest intention to carry into effect 
the fourth article of said treaty. 

The lessee, by the terms of the contract, assumed upon himself the obli¬ 
gation and responsibility of making the experiments necessary to find salt 
water. This he was to do at his own charge and cost Thinking it proba¬ 
ble that salt water might not be found, u upon a fair experiment being made,” 
or, if found, “ should not be of a quality and quantity sufficient to justify 
the working thereof, then, and in that case/’ the lessee has, by the terms of 
the contract, absolved himself from the payment of the 750 bushels of salt 
annually. He did not stipulate that he was to be indemnified by the Indians, 
or any one else, for his expenditures, or losses sustained, in making this 
“fair experiment” to find salt water. 

If there has been a failure of the conditions in which the reservation to the 
Chickasaw Indians was made, and consequently a reversion of the same to 
the United States, it is not apparent on the face of the lease to William B. 
Lewis. The committee are of opinion, from ail the evidence before them, 
Jhat there has been a failure of the condition, a total failure of the object and of 
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the moving consideration upon which the reservation was made, and conse¬ 
quently the reservation reverted to the United States more than eleven years 
ago. They propose to prove this by unquestionable testimony, and, also, by 
the admissions of the party now claiming this reservation, united with that 
of the trustees and the Indian nation. 

The testimony of eight respectable witnesses, acquainted with the reser¬ 
vation since ISIS, prove that William B. Lewis and R. P. Currin com¬ 
menced, in 1819, their labors to find salt water, and they ceased to work 
some time in the year 1820. They prove that the lessee sunk one well ten 
or twelve feet square, and twelve or fifteen feet deep; that he bored at another 
place about ninety-seven feet, and at a third place about one hundred and 
seven feet. The cost of these experiments are stated by the witnesses, 
“probably, to have been $1,000.” The same witnesses state that, in their 
opinion, from the nature and extent of the efforts made by Lewis and Cur¬ 
rin, there is not salt water sufficient to justify working; “the salt water is 
entirely too weak.” 

Add to this fact, the total abandonment of the premises, so far as posses¬ 
sion is concerned, by Lewis, in 1820; the occupancy of them by persons 
claiming to settle under the title of the United States; also, the failure, on 
the part of Lewis, to pay to the Indians, and of the Indians to claim or de¬ 
mand rent, from the date of the lease in 1818, up to the month of August, 
1830, a period of near twelve years; can a doubt be entertained by any but 
that there was a fair experiment to find salt water, which failed; that there 
was in truth, in fact, and in law, a failure of the condition and object for 
which the reservation was made, and so understood by all parties? If there 
were a doubt upon this point, that doubt is removed by a reference to the 
treaty of the 31st day of August, 1830, and the article of agreement made 
between the said Lewis and the Chickasaw nation of Indians, which has 
been incorporated into that treaty as a part thereof. This agreement is 
marked No. 15. 

It commences with the following recital: “ Whereas a lease of land, four 
miles square, was secured, under the 4th article of a treaty concluded on the 
19th day of October, 1818, between the United States and the Chickasaw 
nation of Indians; and Levi Colbert and James Brown, under the same trea¬ 
ty, were appointed agents and trustees by the Chickasaw nation to make 
said lease. And whereas William B. Lewis, a citizen of the United States, 
afterwards procured from said trustees, Colbert and Brown, a lease for the 
same, on condition of his paying annually a certain amount of salt to said na¬ 
tion, provided he should succeed in finding salt water: and whereas the said 
William B. Lewis and Robert P. Currin, who subsequently became inter¬ 
ested with him, have, as is shown, expended about the sum of three thou¬ 
sand dollars in endeavoring to find salt water, but without success,” &c. It 
is, therefore, satisfactorily shown, in the opinion of the committee, that fair 
efforts were made by the lessee to find salt water in a reasonable time, and 
that the efforts were unavailing; that the purposes, objects, and condition, 
upon which this reservation was to continue, have wholly failed, and conse¬ 
quently the Indian title, whatever it was, in and to the four miles square, 
as recognized or secured by the said 4th article, has reverted and became 
vested in the United States many years ago, and still remains so, unless it 
has been divested by the act of the said Lewis and Currin and the Chicka¬ 
saw Indians, as contained in the last agreement between them, under the 
sanction of John H. Eaton and John Coffee, acting as commissioners to treat 



8 


£ Rep. No. 488. ] 

with the Chickasaw Indians, for a cession of their lands east of the Missis¬ 
sippi to the United States. The particulars of which contract, and the ef¬ 
fect of which, will now be considered, in answer to so much of the resolu¬ 
tion < f the House as makes it the duty of the committee to inquire into, and 
report, “ whether any and what change has been made, or attempted to he 
made, in the lease aforesaid, (i. e. of 1818,) inconsistent with the conditions 
and objects of the reservation; and, if so, when, by whom, and in whose fa¬ 
vor. and to what effect, said change was made, or attempted to be made.” 

It appears by the document No. 3, that, upon the 15th of August, 1830, 
the President of the United States issued to John H. Eaton and John Cof¬ 
fee, the following letter of commission and authority. 

Franklin, Tennessee. 

r - Gentlemen: You are appointed to meet, and treat with the Chicksaw, 
and such other Indian tribes as may attend at Franklin for the purpose oi 
making exchange and cession of land east of the Mississippi rfrer. 

Given under my hand at Franklin, this 15th August, 1830. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

To John H. Eaton and John Coffee. 

Under and by virtue of this commission, the said Eaton and Coffee nego^- 
tiated and concluded the treaty, dated 31st August, 1830, which is appended 
to this report—marked 4. 

It further appears, by the journals of said commissioners, that the negoti¬ 
ations commenced on the 23d of August, 1S30, and that the object desired 
by the United States, was to induce the Chickasaw Indians to cede all their 
lands within the State of Mississippi, and emigrate west of the Territory of 
Arkansas. 

An address of the President of the United States, explanatory of the views 
of the Government, was delivered to the head men and chiefs of the said na¬ 
tion; to which the chiefs responded on the 26th of August, 1830. On 
which day, the commissioners also addressed the chiefs, holding out induce¬ 
ments to them to remove west of the Mississippi river. 

On Saturday, the 26th of August, the Indians handed in, through their 
agent, their written proposals for a treaty, in these words.: “that each head 
of an Indian family shall be entitled to a reservation of 160 acres, and the 
like quantity of acres for each one of his family, so that each individual shall 
have 160 acres, title to be made in fee simple. 

That each head of a family, not choosing to take a reservation for himself 
and family, shall be entitled to dollars in lieu thereof. That each 

person emigrating shall be paid for their improvements, and stock of all kind, 
and for household and kitchen furniture, which may not be removed. 

This proposition was promptly rejected by the commissioners. 

In two hours afterwards the Indians presented other proposals, upon the 
basis of which they were willing to give up their homes, and remove west. 

These proposals, in their turn, were rejected by the commissioners; 
and, on Sunday, the 29th August, the commissioners were informed by the 
Indians, through their agent, that the Indians “ having made two proposi¬ 
tions, both of which had been rejected, they had nothing more to present for 
consideration, and requested some proposal might be submitted to them.” 

Proposals were then submitted by the United States’ commissioners, which 
form the basis of the treaty between the Indians and the United States, sign- 
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fed and concluded on the 31st of August, 1830. It appears, by the journal, 
that, on the day the treaty was signed, the delegation of chiefs “observed, that, 
so far as the provisions of the treaty would extend, they approved, and were 
willing to sign it, but that there were some other matters not comprised in 
it, for which they wished to provide by treaty. The commissioners in¬ 
formed them that the President was about to take his departure for Wash¬ 
ington, and that it was desirable he should be informed of the result of their 
deliberations before he did so, and therefore requested that the treaty, as 
then formed, might be signed; stating that any other matters, for which they 
might wish to provide, should be comprised in articles supplementary to the 
treaty then presented them: with this understanding, the treaty was signed.” 

Upon the next day, viz. the 1st September, “the commissioners again 
met the Chickasaw delegation in council, when the four first articles of a 
supplemental treaty, which had been previously discussed, was agreed, and 
concluded to be signed.” 

The following letter from R. P. Currin, received the preceding evening, 
was then read, and interpreted to the Indians: 

31^/ August, 4 o'clock) P. M., 1832. 

Major Lewis and myself have been at an expense of three thousand dol¬ 
lars to find salt water in the Chickasaw reserve. IVe have failed to find 
water after repeated trials. We offer to pay the nation, before they shall 
remove in the fall of 1832, two thousand dollars, and to execute a note to 
them for that amount, with good security. 

tt t R. P. CURRIN. 

Hon. Jno. H. Eaton and Geli, Coffee, 

Commissioners , fyc. 

“ Levi Colbert, one of the trustees, remarked, (James Brown, the other 
being also present,) that he and Mr. Currin had conversed upon the subject 
of the case. 1 hat, alter the treaty of October, IS i8, he and James Brown, as 
trustees, had given a lease, as stated, toMajor Wm. B. Lewis, but he had under¬ 
stood he had made no salt. He was informed by the commissioners now," 
that the nation had ceded all their lands, and were about to remove to a new- 
country, it would be preferable to make some arrangement, satisfactory to 
them, by which to have all their business closed. He answered that such, 
was their desire; that they had talked the matter over, and were willing to 
take two thousand dollars in full, and at the time proposed, except that 
they wished five hundred dollars then to be paid, and inquired whether 
Messrs. Currin and Lewis would do this? Mr. Currin being sent for, agreed 
that he would do so. Whereupon, an agreement was made out by the Se¬ 
cretary, to be signed by the parties; and which, being signed, was made the 
fifth article of the supplemental treaty.” 

The committee have deemed it proper to give this narrative of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the commissioners, so far as the same are spread upon their 
journal, in order that the House may have a clear and distinct view of the 
manner in which (and the reasons assigned therefor) this reservation wap 
introduced into the negotiation, and formed an article in this treaty. 

It does not appear, that, pending the negotiation, and until after the treaty 
was concluded upon the 30th of August, and signed, and until after «the 
four supplemental articles had been discussed, were agreed and concluded 
to be signed,” that the Indians, or the commissioners, although the Indians 
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had, in the language of the commissioners, “ceded all their lands,” con¬ 
ceived it necessaiy or proper to introduce into the treaty which “ceded all 
their lands” to the United States, any provision upon the subject of this 
salt lick reservation. The attention of the commissioners seems to have 
been first called to this subject after the treaty was signed, and after the In¬ 
dians had “ ceded all their lands” to the United Slates, by the letter of Mr. 
Currin. This communication led to the formation of the article of agree¬ 
ment which is incorporated into, and made the fifth article of, the supple¬ 
mental treaty. The nature and effect of which, and the power and right 
of the commissioners to sanction the same, the committee propose to con¬ 
sider in the next place. The nature and terms of this agreement are substan¬ 
tially recited in that part of the journal already copied, except one provi¬ 
sion, which seems to have been inserted under a consciousness, on the part 
of the lessors, that all contracts with the Indians, touching this subject, to 
be valid, must be in the nature of a leasing, and the rent payable annually 
in salt: heuce, that clause in this last agreement which declares that the 
lease heretofore made be so changed that the rent thereon agreed to be paid 
is entirely released and discharged from the date of said lease, together with 
all claim arising on account of the same; and it is now agreed that said lease 
shall remain as heretofore made, with this alteration, that two thousand dol¬ 
lars shall be paid to said Colbert and Brown, trustees as aforesaid, for the 
Chickasaw nation, viz. five hundred dollars now in hand; five hundred dol¬ 
lars on the first of October, 1831; and one thousand dollars on the 1st day 
of October, 1832. And it is further agreed, in consideration of the said 
original lease and contract herein made and agreed upon, the said Robert 
P. Currin, for himself and the said Wm. B. Lewis, for each and for both, 
he having full authority to act in the premises, will annually pay to said 
trustees four bushels of salt , or the value thereof \ as they and the nation 
may agree to and direct. 

Now, by the terms of the first lease of 1818, ii was provided and stipu¬ 
lated in express terms, “ in case the salt water on the said reservation and 
above recited premises, upon a fair experiment being made, shall be found 
not to be of quality and quantity sufficient to justify the working thereof; 
then, and in that case,” the lease was to cease, and no rent was to be 
paid. 

By the proof taken by the admissions of the parties, it does appear 
that a fair experiment was made to find salt water, and it was not found of 
quality and quantity sufficient to justify the working of the same. This 
being the state of the case, there was no claim against Lewis for the rent, 
and destroys the possible attempt to convert this agreement to pay two 
thousand dollars into a liquidation of the claim for rent not due, or for da¬ 
mages not incurred. The idea must have presented itself to the minds of 
the parties, that a payment of a sum of money in gross to the Indians, by 
Lew is and Currin, for their interest in this 4 miles square lor any period, or 
for the term of 199 years, would be a violation of the original terms of the 
reservation, unless the parties to the treaty by which that reservation was 
made, in some legalized form, assented to the change of the terms of the 
original lease; hence the incorporation of this new contract into this new 
treaty. As if unwilling to risk the judgment of the Executive department 
of the Government in yielding its assent to this new change, the parties 
thought proper to declare, that “ the said lease shall remain,” except so 
much of it as stipulated for the payment, by Wm. B. Lewis, of 75© bushels. 
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of salt per annum, as rent, and to provide for the payment of four bushels 
of salt annually to the Indians, in consideration of the original lease, and 
of this new contract. A renting, and the payment of some rent in salt for 
the use of the nation, was deemed necessary to constitute a valid contract 
with these Indians for this reservation. 

Thus it is that the committee respond to so much of the resolution as 
seeks to know whether any, and what change has been made, or attempted 
to be made, in the lease aforesaid, (via. of 1818) inconsistent with the con¬ 
ditions and objects of the reservation? The committee are of opinion that 
a change was made, or attempted to be made, in the lease of 1818; in this, 
that a moneyed consideration in gross was substituted in lieu of an annual 
rent in salt. They cannot regard the stipulation to pay four busnels of salt 
annually to the Indians, in the last contract, as a compliance with the pro¬ 
visions and conditions of the treaty of ISIS, and the stipulations of the 4th 
article. They do not consider the last contract a leasing of the premises, 
by the trustees, for the objects and purposes designed by the reservation, to 
wit, for the manufacture of salt; and, therefore, are of the opinion that the 
same, in the language of the resolution, is *• inconsistent with the condi¬ 
tions and objects of the reservation.” 

The only remaining branch of this inquiry is, to state the opinion of the 
committee “to what effect said change was made.” This part of the sub¬ 
ject involves an inquiry into the power and authority of the commissioners 
who negotiated the treaty of the 31st of September, 1830, and who gave 
their assent to this new contract and new arrangement in the solemn form 
of a treaty stipulation. 

Under the view presented of this subjeet in the fore part of this report, 
it will be seen that the committee are of opinion, for the reason stated, that 
this reservation of 4 miles square had reverted to the United States, and to 
all intents and purposes become public domain, divested of all Indian title 
or claim whatever. 

Messrs. Coffee and Eaton were commissioned to treat with the Chickasaw 
Indians for a cession of their lands to the United States, with the intent 
that they should emigrate west of the Mississippi river. This commission 
did nut authorize them to sanction a sale of the land of the Indians to an 
individual citizen, much less to permit the Indians, under pretense of 
title, to transfer and sell, in fee, or for 199 years, the land of the United States 
to which the Indian title had become extinct, and to affix the official sanc¬ 
tion of a treaty stipulation to the same. 

It is but fair to presume, that, in this instance, the commissioners acted 
under a mistaken view of their powers and of the facts. 

By the act of Congress, approved March 30, 1802, Laws United States, 
4th vol., p. 463, it is declared that no purchase, grant, or lease, or other con¬ 
veyance of lands, or, of any title or claim thereto, from any Indian or na¬ 
tion, or tribe of Indians, within the bounds of the United States, shall be 
of any validity in law or equity, unless the same be made by treaty 
or convention, entered into pursuant to the constitution. And it shall be 
a misdemeanor in any person not employed under the authority of the Unit¬ 
ed States, to negotiate such treaty or convention, directly or indirectly to 
treat with any such Indian nation or tribe of Indians, for the title or purchase 
of any lands by them heid or claimed: punishable by a fine not exceeding 
1,000 dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding twelve months. 

It was possibly the provisions of this law that induced the persons inter¬ 
ested in this reservation, when desirous of obtaining a new contract, certai*- 
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ly a very important change of an old one with the Indians, to seek the in¬ 
terposition and sanction of the commissioners, who made the treaty of 1830. 
1 his sanction of the commissioners, “ employed under the authority of the 
United States,” cannot give effect to this contract or convention. 

The commissioners, by the terms of their commission, were authorized 
to purchase, not to sell Indian lands, or permit the Indians to sell to a citi¬ 
zen; most certainly they were not authorized, nor could they be authorized 
by the Executive to sell, or permit the Indians to sell, the lands of the Unit¬ 
ed States to a citizen. 

This transaction is justified by one of the parties concerned, and the only 
one that has favored the committee with any answer or explanation, viz. 
Mr. Currin, upon the ground, 1st. “That it was no new contract; it was 
merely a change of consideration.” 2d. “The whole matter was explained 
and interpreted fully to the Indians, and they were asked whether they were 
fully satisfied with it: they answered that they were.” The Indians have no 
right to be dissatisfied with this second contract; for, if the views of the 
committee are correct upon the question of forfeiture, the Indians had no 
interest in this reservation at the date of the last contract; they were get- 
ting two thousand dollars for the lease of a tract of land, for 199 years, to 
which they had no right. No injury was done, or attempted to be done the 
Indians, in this transaction: it is the injury done, or attempted to be done, 
the United States, by treating this reservation as Indian land, and giving 
the sanction of a treaty to a transfer of it to an individual, without consi¬ 
deration paid, or agreed to be paid the United States, of which this House 
has complained, and to investigate the facts attending the transaction, was 
the object of referring the inquiry to the Committee on the Public Lands. Be¬ 
cause the Indians were satisfied with the transaction, it by no means follows 
that the Congress of the United States should be satisfied, or should ap¬ 
prove the conduct of the commissioners in thus giving their sanction to a 
transaction without the pale of their authority, and against the constitution, 
policy, and laws of the United States. The committee, however, do not 
agree with Mr. Currin in the opinion that this was no new contract with 
the Indians. A contract to pay 750 bushels of salt annually, for 199 years, 
as the rent for four miles square of valuable land, is very different from a 
contract to pay two thousand dollars in money, in gross, for the same land, 
for 199 years. 

If it should be urged here, as it has elsewhere, that this second contract 
was designed and intended to indemnify Messrs. Lewis and Currin for the 
expenses they incurred in digging for salt water, (and that, from the recital 
in the last contract, that^they had expended $3,000, would seem to be one 
of the leading inducements to the contract,) the inquiry necessarily arises, 
what claim in law, justice, or equity, had Messrs. Lewis and Currin against 
the Chickasaw Indians for indemnity for expenditures in experimenting for 
salt vyater? Such was not the nature ol' the contract between William B. 
Lewis, in 1818, and the Indians. If he did not obtain salt water, and make 
salt, he "was not bound to pay the rent, nor were the Indians bound to repay 
his losses sustained in his efforts to perfect this contract 

But, it it could be made appear, that, upon any principle, the Indians 
were bound to make good Mr. Lewis’s losses, it will hardly be contended 
that his indemnity should come out of the public domain in the shape of a 
treaty contract , and that indemnity no way proportioned to the loss. 

In any point of view in which this transaction can be contemplated or 
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placed, it is, in the opinion of the committee, impossible to maintain its 
legality. 

The resolution under which they have been authorized to investigate the 
facts, and report thereon, does not, in its terms, call upon the committee to 
indicate to the House what course is fit and proper to be pursued: that is a 
right which the House has retained to itself. They, however, under their 
general powers as a committee, charged by the rules of this House to guard 
and protect the interest of the United States in the public domain, and in¬ 
asmuch as the treaty of the 31st August, 1830, has not yet received the final 
sanction of the Executive department, submit to the House, for its adop¬ 
tion, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a copy of this report, and the evidence taken, be trans¬ 
mitted to the President of the United States, and he is hereby requested to 
lav the same before the Senate of the United States, whenever he shall sub¬ 
mit the treaty entered into on the 31st August, 1830, between the United 
States and the Chickasaw Indians, to that body, for their ratification and 
consent. 


DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying the Report of the Committee on the Public Lands, rela¬ 
tive to the lease of the Chickasaw Indian reservation. 


No. 1. 

Letter from Chairman to Secretary of War. 

Committee Room of Public Lands, 


February 21th, 1832. 

Sir : Enclosed you will receive copies of the resolution of the House of Re¬ 
presentatives, and that of the Committee on the Public Lands, making it the 
duty of their chairman to communicate to you the same, and to ask of the 
Secretary of War an answer, at as early day as practicable. 

I am, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 


Hon. Lewis Cass. 


C. A. WICKLIFFE. 


No. 2. 


Department of War, 

March 2d, 1832. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 27th ultimo, trans¬ 
mitting a copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives, of February 
21st. 1832, directing certain inquiries to be made concerning a tract of land 
?ese' v ed by the treaty with the Chickasaws, of October 19th, 1818, and also 
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a copy of the resolirtion of the Committee on the Public Lands, « requesting a 
copy of the treaty made with the same tribe, on the day of , or so 
much thereof as relates to a grant of a tract of land of four miles square to 
Messrs. William B. Lewis and Robert P. Currin, if, in the opinion of the Pre- 
sident, such communication can be made without injury to the public ser¬ 
vice, and that he also communicate a copy of the journal of the commission¬ 
ers wno made the treaty, and such other papers as may be in the depart¬ 
ment touching the subject of the reservation. The request to be accom¬ 
panied by a copy of the resolution of the House. ” 

I have submitted this subject to the consideration of the President, and I 
have been instructed to communicate his views to the committee. 

The treaty last referred to, was »egotiated with the Chickasaw tribe of 
Indians, August 31st, and September 1st, 1830, and contains a stipulation 
that one or more commissioners shall be sent by the United States to ex¬ 
amine and select a country of the description stated in the treaty, who shall 
be accompanied by a Chickasaw deputation, to be chosen by the nation, to 
examine the country. And if, after such examination, a suitable tract should 
not be found, then the treaty was to be void. 

It has as yet been found impracticable to satisfy the Chickasaws upon 
this subject. The country granted to the Choctaws west of tlfe Mississippi, 
contains 21,000,000 of acres—a quantity entirely disproportioned to 
their numbers. These tribes are of a kindred stock, with the same lan¬ 
guage, customs, and modes of life. The Chickasaws are willing to settle 
upon the Choctaw lands, but the latter have not yet acceded to the arrange¬ 
ment. A negotiation for the accomplishment of this object is yet pending, 
and every exertion has been used to bring it to a successful issue. There is 
reason to believe that the result will be satisfactory to all parties, but, until 
the measure is accomplished, the treaty itself is incomplete, and not ready for 
the action of the Senate. 

The constitution has assigned to the different departments of the Govern¬ 
ment their appropriate duties. To the President and Senate it has given the 
treaty making power. And although there is, in many important particu¬ 
lars, an obvious difference between the treaties concluded with the civilized 
nations of the world, and the compacts formed with the various Indian tribes, 
subject to the jurisdiction of the General Government, or of the respective 
States, still the latter, as well as the former, have, by the usage of the Go¬ 
vernment since its establishment, been negotiated and ratified by the same 
authority, and under the same general provision of the constitution, and 
many of them expressly require the action of the Senate. 

The same principles, therefore, which regulate one of these subjects must 
regulate the other, whenever any question arises involving the exercise of 
an authority connected with either. Upon the preservation of the consti¬ 
tution, a 3 well in its partition of duties as in its limitations upon their exer¬ 
cise, depends, in the opinion of the President, the stability of this Govern¬ 
ment, which the people have established. 

In considering the application made by the committee, the President does 
not perceive that a copy of any part of the incomplete and unratified treaty 
of 1830, can be “relative to any purpose under the cognizance oi the House 
of Representatives, except that of an impeachment, which the resolution has 
not expressed.” If this quotation, which gives the view taken of this sub¬ 
ject by General Washington, in his message to the House of Representatives 
of March 30, 1796, applied to the circumstances of a call for the papers re¬ 
lating to a ratified treaty in the process of execution, and for the faithful 
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performance of which an appropriation was required, it will apply with 
much more force to the present application, which calls for a paper that will 
be wholly inoperative until the parties have again met and completed their 
arrangements, which, at present, gives no rights, and cam “change” none 
and which has not, and ought not yet be submitted to the co ordinate branch 
of the treaty making power for their concurrence. 

That circumstances may not yet arise, in which the papers relating to a 
ratified or an unratified treaty, should be transmitted to either House of Con¬ 
gress upon their application, the President is not prepared to denj; more par¬ 
ticularly, when such ratified “treaty stipulates regulations on any of the 
subjects, submitted by the constitution to either House of Congress,” and 
when “it must depend for its execution, as to such stipulations, on a law or 
laws to be passed by Congress.” 

Such are the views of the President upon this subject; a subject connected 
with the relative duties of the Executive and Legislative departments of the 
Government, and which may hereafter involve, as it has heretofore involved, 
consequences of the highest importance. He is therefore anxious that his 
sentiments upon the general subject, not less than the reasons of his course in 
this particular case, .should be distinctly made known and understood. Prece¬ 
dents established for good purposes are easily perverted to bad ones, and 
while, therefore, he assents to the application which has been made in this 
particular case, he does so under his own view of its peculiar circumstances* 
and not because the committee has a right to call for the information, or he 
is bound to furnish it. 

He is unwilling that a veil of mystery should rest upon a transaction, in 
his opinion requiring none. And as suggestions have been made in the 
House of Representatives that there was in this treaty a stipulation impro¬ 
per in itself, and injurious to the public interest; as the circumstances are such 
as cannot well occur again; and as no particular injury to the public service 
is foreseen from giving publicity to every thing connected with the negotiation 
and conclusion of this treaty; I have been instructed by the President to 
furnish the committee with copies, not merely of the article referred to by 
them, but of the whole treaty; of the journal of the commissioners, and of 
every other paper relating to the subject, which may be in the department, 
and which the committee may signify their wish to possess. The two 
former, I transmit herewith, and they contain all the information, so far as I 
am aware, that the files of the department afford. Any other shall be sup¬ 
plied, which may be called for, and which may be in the office. 

I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

LEVY. CASS 

Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe, 

Chairman oj the Committee on the Public Lands, 

House of Representatives, 
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No. 3. 

Minutes of a treaty held at Franklin , by John H. Eaton and John Oof. 
fee , with the Chickasaw nation of Indians , 23 dJlugust, 1830. 

Franklin, Tennessee. 

Gentlemen: You are appointed commissioners to meet and treat with 
the Chickasaw, and such other Indian tribes as may attend at Franklin, for 
the purpose of making an exchange and cession of lands east of the Mis- 
sissippi river- 

Given under my hand at Franklin, this 15th day of August, 1830. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

To John H. Eaton and John Coffee. 

Under which commission, John H. Eaton and John Coffee, the commis¬ 
sioners herein named, on Monday, the 23d of August, 1830, met at Frank- 
lin, Tennessee, a delegation of twenty chiefs and head-men of the Chicka¬ 
saw nation of Indians, and opened a conference by the following address: 
Preston Hay having been previously appointed Secretary to the commis¬ 
sioners. 

Franklin, Tennessee , JIugust 23d, 1830. 

Fbiends and Brothers of the Chickasaw Nation: You have had the 
pleasure to meet your Great Father, the President of the United States, and 
to give and receive the friendly salutation that is always felt by mutual 
friends. Your great father has travelled a great distance, that, face to face, 
he might talk with his red children, and extend to them a father’s advice, 
that they might hear, adopt, and be happy under it. This day he promised 
to deliver his talk, and to point out to you the course which your prosperi¬ 
ty requires you to pursue. Towards you, he feels as does a parent towards 
his children. His talk is with us, to be delivered to you. It is written and 
subscribed by himself, and we are directed to lay before you the sentiments 
it contains; then to be placed in your possession, that you may deliberate, 
and return an answer, when at your leisure, and in private council you shall 
have concluded upon the reply you shall make; acting as his commission¬ 
ers, we will receive it from you. 

Brothers: The directions to us from your Great Father are, that we consi¬ 
der you as his children and as our brothers. Not to deceive you, not to im¬ 
pose on you, nor to attempt it; but in all things to act kindly and liberally 
towards you. 

Brothers: Then listen to his talk, and hear what he has to say. 

Your friends and brothers, 

JOHN H. EATON, 1 „ 

JOHN COFFEE, $ Commoner*. 

Which address having been read and interpreted in the hearing of the 
council, the commissioners next proceeded to deliver to the delegates a talk 
from the President of the United States, which is as follows: 

Franklin, Tennessee , Monday, 23d August, 1830. 

Friends and Brothers: Your Great Father is rejoiced once again to 
meet you, and shake you by the hand, and to have it in his power to assure 
you qf his continued friendship and good will. He can cherish none but 
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the best feelings for his red brethren, many of whom, during our late war, 
fought with him in defence of our country. 

By a communication from your elder brethren and neighbors, the Choc¬ 
taws, during last winter, your Great Father learned that, in consequence of 
the laws of Mississippi being extended over them, they were in great alarm, 
and of their own free will, and without any application from him, they 
asked to leave their country, and retire across the Mississippi river. The 
treaty sent by them to him was laid before the Senate of the United States, 
and they refused to approve it. Solicitous to avoid every act, the ten¬ 
dency of which might be to deceive or impose upon his red children, he 
laid the treaty which was presented to him, before the Senate, with the pro¬ 
test which had been forwarded against it by the opposite party of the Choc¬ 
taw nation, that all the circumstances might be fully known. It was reject¬ 
ed. Of these things, their confidential agent, Major Haley, was advised, 
and he was requested'to make them known loThe Choctaws. Understand¬ 
ing from him that they w r ere desirous to see and converse with their Great 
Father on this important subject, in accordance with that desire, he agreed 
to meet them at this place. With regret, he now learns they have declin¬ 
ed their engagement. 

By an act of Congress, it was placed in his power to extend justice to the 
Indians; to pay the expenses of their removal; to support them for twelve 
months; and to give them a grant of lands, w’hich should endure as long as 
“ the grass grows, or water runs.” A determination was taken immedi¬ 
ately to advise his red children of the means xfhich were thus placed at his 
disposal to render them happy, and preserve them as nations. It was for 
this he asked his Chickasaw and other friends to*meet him here. You have 
come, and your Great Father rejoices to see you, and, face to face, to tell you, 
through his commissioners, the truth, and point you to a course which can¬ 
not fail to make you a happy and prosperous people. Hear and deliberate 
well on what he shall say, and, under the exercise of your own reason and 
mature judgment, determine what may appear to you best to be done for 
the benefit of yourselves and your children. 

Brothers: You have long dwelt upon the soil you occupy, and, in early 
times, before the white man kindled his fires too near you, andjby settling 
around, narrowed down the limits of the chace, you were, though unin¬ 
structed, yet a happy people. Now your white brothers are around you. 
They compass you about every where. States have been created within 
your limits, which claim a right to govern and control your people as they' 
do their own citizens, and make them answerable to their civil and crimi¬ 
nal codes. Your Great Father has not the authority to prevent this state of 
things; and he now asks you if you are prepared and ready to submit your¬ 
selves to the laws of Mississippi; make a surrender of your ancient law's 
and customs; and peaceably, and quietly, live under those of the white man? 

Brothers, listen: The laws to which you must be subjected are not op¬ 
pressive, for they are those to which your white brothers conform, and are 
happy. Under them, you will not be permitted to seek private revenge, 
but, in allcases where wrong may be done you, through them to demand re¬ 
dress. No taxes upon your property or yourselves, except such as may be 
imposed upon a white brother, will be assessed against you. The courts 
will be open for the redress of wrongs, and bad men will'be made answera¬ 
ble for whatever crimes or misdemeanors may be committed by any of your 
people or our own. 
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Brothers, listen: To these laws, where you are, you miiH. submit. There 
is no preventive, no alternative. Your Great Father cannot, nor can Con¬ 
gress prevent it. The States only can. What then? Do you believe that 
you can live under those laws? That you can surrender all your ancient 
habits, and the forms by which you have been so long controlled? If so, 
your Great Father has nothing to say or to advise. He has only to express 
a hope that you may find happiness in the determination you shall make, 
whatever it may be. His earnest desire is, that you may be perpetuated 
and preserved as a nation; and this, he believes, can only be done and secur¬ 
ed by your consent to remove to a country beyond the Mississippi, which, 
for the happiness of our red friends, was laid out by the Government a long 
time since, and to which it was expected, ere this, they would have gone. 
Where you are, it is not possible you can live contented and happy. Be¬ 
sides the laws of Mississippi, which must operate upon you, and which 
your G-reat Father cannot prevent, white men, continually intruding, are 
with difficultyUcept off your lands; and every day, inconveniencies and diffi¬ 
culties continue to increase around you. 

Brothers: The law of Congress, usually called the tc intercourse act,” 
has been resorted to, to afford relief, but in many cases has failed of success. 
Our white population has so extended around in every direction, that diffi¬ 
culties and troubles are to lie expected. Cannot this state of things be pre¬ 
vented? Your firm determination only can do it. 

Brothers, listen: The only plan by which this can be done, and tranquil¬ 
lity for your people obtained; is, that you pass across the Mississippi to a 
country in all respects equal, if not superior to the one you leave. Your 
Great Father will give it to you forever, that it may belong to you and your 
children, while you shall exist as a nation, free from all interruption. 

Brothers: there is no unkindness in the offers made to you. No inten¬ 
tion or wish is had to force you from your lands, but rather*to intimate to 
you what is for your own interest. The attachment which you feel for the 
soil which encompasses the bones of your ancestors, is well known. Our 
forefathers had the same feeling, when, a long time ago, to obtain happiness, 
they lett their lands beyond the great waters, and sought a new and quiet, 
home in these distant and unexplored regions. If they had not done so, 
where would have been their children? And where the prosperity they 
now enjoy? The old world would scarcely have afforded support for a peo¬ 
ple, who, by the change their fathers made, have become prosperous and 
happy. In future time, so will it be with your children. Old men! arouse 
to energy, and lead your children to a land of promise and of peace, before 
the Great Spirit shall call you to die. Young chiefs! forget the prejudices 
you feel for the soil of your birth, and go to a land where you can preserve 
your people as a nation. Peace invites you there. Annoyance will be left 
behind. Within your limits, no State nor Territorial authority will be per¬ 
mitted. Intruders, traders, and, above all, ardent spirits, so destructive to 
health and to morals, will be kept from you, only as the laws and ordinances 
of your nation may sanction their admission. And that the weak may not 
be assailed by their stronger and more powerful neighbors, care shall be 
taken, and stipulations made, that the United States, by arms if necessary, 
will preserve and maintain peace amongst the tribes, and guard them from 
assaults of enemies of every kind, whether white or red. 

Brothers, listen: These things are for your serious consideration, and it 
behoves you well to think of them. The present is the time you are asked 
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to do so. Reject the opportunity which is now afforded to obtain comforta¬ 
ble homes, and the time may soon pass away when such advantages, as are 
now within your reach, may never again be presented. If, from the course 
you now pursue, this shall be the case, then call not upon your Great Fa¬ 
ther hereafter to relieve you of your troubles, but make up your minds con¬ 
clusively to remain upon the lands you occupy, and be subject to the laws 
of the State where you now reside to the extent her own citizens are. In 
a few years, by beQoming amalgamated with the whites, your national cha¬ 
racter will be lost; and then, like other tribes who have gone before you, 
you must disappear and be forgotten. 

Brothers: If you are disposed to remove, Say so, and state the terms you 
may consider just and equitable. Your Great Father is ready, and has in¬ 
structed his commissioners to admit such as shall be considered liberal to the 
extent he can calculate the Senate of the United States will sanction; and 
terms of any other character it would be useless for you to insist upon, as, 
without their consent and approval, no arrangement to be made could prove 
effectual. Should you determine to remain where you are, candidly say so, 
and let us be done with the subject, no more to be talked of again. But if 
disposed to consult your true interests, and to remove, then present the terms 
on which you are willing to do so to your friends and my friends, the Se* 
cretary of War and General John Coffee, who are authorized to confer with 
you, and who. in the arrangements to be made, will act fairly, candidly, and 
liberally towards you. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Which, having been in like manner read and interpreted to the Chicka¬ 
saw delegation, they, agreeably to the request of the commissioners, retired 
into private council for the purpose of examining and deliberating upon the 
propositions therein submitted to their consideration. 

On Thursday, 26th August, 1830, at 10 o’clock A. M., the commission* 
ers again met the delegates in full council, and, after a few preliminary re¬ 
marks relative to the importance and solemnity of the occasion, the dele¬ 
gates, by the hands of Mr. McLish, their Secretary, delivered the follow¬ 
ing response to the talk of the President: 

Franklin, Fenness&e, August 25, 1830. 

Friends and Brothers: We, the chiefs and headmen of the Chicka¬ 
saw nation of Indians, have, by the request of our Great Father, the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, met him at this place, shook hands with him, and 
our hearts were glad, and that we were permitted once more, by the Great 
Spirit, to see his face, and shake him by the hand. The kind reception that 
we met with from our Father, the President, and hospitable treatment that 
we have received from the Secretary of War, (Major Eaton,) and the citi¬ 
zens of Franklin generally, awaken in our bosoms a lively sense of grati¬ 
tude, which never can be erased only by a termination of our existence. 

Friends and brothers: Our Father, the President, has communicated to us, 
through you, Major Eaton and General Coffee, his earnest desire to make 
us a prospei’ous and a happy people; and, to accomplish this great object that 
is to us so desirable, he proposes to give to us a country west of the Missis- 
sippi, in exchange for the country we now possess, in fee simple; or (to 
use his own words) as long the “ grass grows and water runs.” 
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Friends and brothers: This subject is of the greatest importance to us as 
a nation. We approach it with fear and trembling; for, on this occasion, our 
fate will be sealed. We will be either a happy and prosperous people, or a 
poor, miserable race of beings But we trust in the Great Spirit that he* 
will continue to bless and comfort us, as he has done from the earliest peri¬ 
od of our existence. 

Friends and brothers: We, the Chickasaws, have occupied the country, 
not only where we now live, from time immemorial, but a large portion of 
th» rich and lertiie lands of Tennessee and Alabama, which now is covered 
with large farm c flourishing cities and villages We have, from time to 
time, sold piece after peice of our country to our white brothers, to suit 
their views and interest, until we have but a small home left that is barely 
sufficient to subsist upon while living, and to bury our bones when we are 
dead. 

It is acknowledged we were the first to build fires upon the land we now 
occupy. Yes, our fireside has been sought for by our white brothers; they 
saw it. We saw them approach with timidity; we met them, took them 
into our wigwams; warmed them, fed them, and treated them like brothers. 
And now we think it extremely hard, at this advanced period of our lives, 
to be informed that we must, from necessity, if we wish to preserve our¬ 
selves as a nation, that we must seek a home in an unknown region of the 
west. 

Friends and brothers: We are informed by our Father, the President of 
the United States, that States have been formed around us, and now claim 
the right of extending her laws throughout her territorial limits, consequent¬ 
ly subject us to her civil and criminal laws. Should we find it expedient to 
remain where we are, and the States of Mississippi and Alabama extend 
their laws over us, we would view it an act of usurpation on their part, un¬ 
warranted by the constitution of the United States, and the treaties that 
now exist, unparalleled in history; and, in many instances, the greatest 
grievances and hardships would be imposed upon us. 

Our Father, the President, informs us that we will be subjected only to 
such laws as govern the whites; and that courts will be open for the redress 
of wrongs that will be done to us, as well as for wrongs the Indians may do 
to the white man. This may, at the first view, appear fair and just; and in 
fact would be, provided our people possessed an equal education and intelli¬ 
gence that is diffused amongst our white brothers. 

Father: Your red children view this state of things with feelings of the 
deepest regret, and are strongly impressed with a belief that you sincerely 
feel a desire to make us happy; also, that the citizens of Mississippi and Ala¬ 
bama are perfectly aware, that, by the extension of their laws over us, it 
would not benefit them one cent, but effect an object so desirable to them¬ 
selves; that is, to drive us from our homes, and take possession of our lands. 

Father: You call us your children, whom you profess to have the high¬ 
est regard for. We know you are sincere in your professions, and it cre¬ 
ates in our bosoms the highest feelings of affection towards you as the great 
father and protector of your white and red children. But we humbly beg 
leave to represent to you, that we now conceive that we have now arrived 
to the age of maturity, and that we may continue to act upon this important 
occasion as will be best calculated to obtain so desirable an object, peace, 
quietness, and a perpeiual home; and, at the same lime, we leel a disposi¬ 
tion to accommodate the views of our Father, in exchange of country as 
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you have proposed. If you will let us examine your country, and we can 
find one that you have not already disposed of, that will be equal to me one 
we now occupy, we will then talk in earnest about an exchange. Candor 
towards you, and justice to ourselves, compel us to say to you chat we can¬ 
not consent to exchange the country where we now live for one that we 
never have seen. 


Signed by the delegates, whose names are attached to the supplemental 
articles. 


J. McLISH, Secretary for the Nation. 


At 5 o’clock in the evening of the same day, 26th of August, the coun¬ 
cil again assembled, when the commissioners delivered another talk, which 
is as follows: 

Franklin, August 26, 1830. 

Friends and Brothers: We have received your talk. It is candid. 
It is such as we had expected our Chickasaw brothers to make to us. We 
have shown it to your Great Father, and, with his approval obtained, we 
ask you to listen to what we shall say. 

Brothers: It is not the fault of your Great Father that the laws of Mis¬ 
sissippi are extended over you. A long time ago, before the United States’ 
Government existed, Georgia existed as a State, and owned jurisdiction 
over all the lands which lie in your country. When the King of Great 
Britain lost all this country by the right of conquest, Georgia became enti¬ 
tled to all her privileges of government. So it was with each State in the 
Union. Afterwards, all united and formed one Government, called the 
Federal Government, over which your Great Father now presides. Each 
State gave up a portion of its rights, but not all of them. Those which 
they did not give up, still belong to them. Georgia did not surrender to 
the General Government any jurisdiction over the soil of her territory. 
She retained the right to manage her lands and the people, no matter whe¬ 
ther red or white, who live on them, and to make them answerable for 
crimes; to punish them for wrongs committed; to make them pay taxes; to 
attend musters; to keep the roads in repair; and contribute to the support of 
government, when called upon to do so. All these are rights which Mis¬ 
sissippi and Alabama, being parts of what Georgia was, can enforce with¬ 
out the leave, consent, or interference of the President or of Congress. 
Blame not your Great Father, then, for he cannot help it. You must sub¬ 
mit to the laws. 

Brothers: Your Great Father is anxious to preserve you, and to ward off 
injury from you. He knows you cannot live under those laws. To do so 
will render you a miserable and unhappy people. A few of you might do 
so, who have the advantages of experience and education, but the great body 
of the Indians cannot. Why then not consent to remove at once, and save 
your people from a state of things under which, it is evident, you cannot 
live. What interest can your Great Father have? He very well knows 
that the laws will come upon you; laws which prohibit any Indian, under 
heavy penalties, from ever acting as a chief. He knows that all your an¬ 
cient usages will be broken down, and constant interruptions, troubles, and 
difficulties, be felt. Presently you will call upon your Great Father to re¬ 
lieve you, and then it may not be in his power. He may not be able, here¬ 
after, to save you. 
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Brothers: Last winter, Congress gave a large sum of money to pay the 
expenses of such Indians as might choose to remove. Many members were 
opposed to it, and the act passed by a very few votes. Congress may not 
be willing, hereafter, to give any more money, nor could your Great Father 
ask it, after so repeatedly, and without success, advising his red children to 
their interest. Brothers: If this should be the case, you must stay where 
you are, and submit to the laws; and when you cannot do it, go west, and 
pay your own expenses. This a few of you may do, but the poor Indians 
cannot. Think of this, and preserve your people while it is in your power; 
for, very soon, you may lose the opportunity, and then misery and wretched¬ 
ness will be the consequence. It is to avoid this, to save you from ruin 
that your Great Father, in tenderness to his red children, now advises them 
to act, and to act speedily. 

Brothers: Are any of you willing to remain, and live'as the white man, 
and submit to his laws? Then take, as reservations, comfortable homes and 
farms, and become citizens of the States; which lands, so reserved, shall be 
yours and your children’s in fee simple forever. And let the uninstructed 
Indian, if he choose, go west, and rid himself of the operation of laws un¬ 
der which, be assured, he can never, never live, and be happy. 

Brothers: We wish to give you a pleasant country, of good soil, good 
water and climate, and in extent sufficient for all your wants, and, when you 
are gone, for the wants of your children. We feel a high and weighty res¬ 
ponsibility. We are advising our red brethren, for their own prosperity’s 
sake, to remove, that they may rest in a country free from the white man’s 
interruption, and be happy. In effecting this desirable end, we are answer- 
able to our own feelings, and to our beneficent Father, the Great Spirit 
above, who rules and governs the universe. We will not practice towards 
you wrong or deception. We will not impose upon you. Your Great Fa¬ 
ther would not, if we were willing, suffer us to do it. Beyond the Missis¬ 
sippi is an extensive, valuable, and fertile country, where a home, and a hap- 
py one, can be selected. Consent now to receive it, or the opportunity 
may soon be lost to you forever. Other tribes may wish to remove, and 
they may select the lands which now you have the opportunity to obtain 
for your children, but which presently may be gone from your reach. 

Brothers: Some of the Indians in Ohio wish to remove. They have tried, 
and find that they cannot live among the whites. Since your Great Father’s 
talk to you, they have written, asking to exchange their lands, and be per¬ 
mitted to remove. The Indians of New York, after many years of unsuc¬ 
cessful trial, have found themselves unable to live and be happy; and, at their 
own expense, have purchased land upon Lake Michigan, and are moving to 
settle it. The tribes living in the northwestern States are manifesting a 
desire to leave their homes, and be to themselves. They are not happy; 
they cannot live among the whites. When they shall apply, their Great 
Father must take care of, and provide them a country. If they select that 
which you would prefer, it will then be out of the power of your Great Fa¬ 
ther to assist you, as now he is disposed to do. 

Brothers: Act, and act at once. Let it be stipulated, (for we are willing 
to do so,) that a country of equal climate, soil, and extent, shall be laid off 
for you where other tribes do not interfere; and if, on going there, it shall 
not be found suited to your wants and expectations, an annuity, for a limited 
time, shall be stipulated to be paid you; or additional lands, if to be obtain¬ 
ed from neighboring tribes, provided you shall prefer it, shall be purchased 
ft>r you. 
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We ask you, then, to reconsider the last part of your talk, and let us go for¬ 
ward and see if we cannot.come to some arrangement with which you will 
be satisfied, and your people made happy. 

Enough has been said to you. Think and act, and act at once. This is 
an important crisis in your affairs. Misery or happiness must and will fol¬ 
low on the decision you shall make. Consider and act, then, before it be too 
late. 

Your friends and brothers, 

JOHN H. EATON, 
JOHN COFFEE. 

When the foregoing talk had been read and interpreted, the chiefs ex¬ 
pressed their confidence in the sincerity of their Great Father, the Presi¬ 
dent; their conviction that he proposed what he believed calculated to pro¬ 
mote their happiness and prosperity; said that they had never known him 
to speak with two tongues, and that they would retire further to consider of 
his talk, and that of the commissioners. 

Friday, the 27th of August, the President having received a communi¬ 
cation informing him that the chiefs desired to see him before his departure 
from Franklin, met them in their council room, and there received from 
them the following address: 

Franklin, Tennessee, August 27, 1830. 

To our Great Father the President: Your red children, the chiefs 
and headmen of the Chickasaws, have had under consideration the talk of 
our Father, and also the talk delivered to us by the commissioners, Major 
Eaton and General Coffee. 

The subject submitted for our consideration is of great importance to us. 
The decision we this day make and declare to you and the world, depends 
our fate as a nation and as a people. 

Father: You say that you have travelled a long ways to talk to your red 
children. We have listined, and your words have sunk deep into our 
hearts. And as you are about to set out for Washington city, before we 
shake our father’s hand, perhaps with many of us the last time, we have re¬ 
quested this meeting to tell you, that, after sleeping upon the talk you sent, 
us, and the talk delivered to us by our brothers, Major Eaton and General 
Coffee, we are now ready to enter into a treaty based upon the principles 
as communicated to us by Major Eaton and General Coffee. 

Your friends and brothers. 

Signed by the whole delegation. 

J. McLISH, Secretary for the Nation. 

To this the President replied, verbally, that it was true he had travelled a 
long distance that he might see them face to face, and direct them to what 
he believed their best interest required. Important business, he said, re¬ 
quired his presence at Washington, and he could no longer remain with 
them. He therefore, he said, confided the conduct of the business to his 
friends the commissioners, who had his instructions to act liberally towards 
them. He then took his leave. 

On Saturday, 28th August, the commissioners received from the chiefs, 
through the hands of Colonel Reynolds, the agent, the following written 
proposals: 
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That each head of an Indian family shall be entitled to a reservation of 
one hundred and sixty acres, and the like quantity of acres for each one of 
his family, so that each individual shall have one hundred and sixty acres- 
title to be made in fee simple. 

That each head of a family not choosing to take a reservation for himself 
and family, shall be entitled to dollars in lieu thereof. 

That each person emigrating shall be paid for their improvements and 
stock of all kinds, and for household and kitchen furniture which may not 
be removed. 

To these proposals, the commissioners returned, through the agent, a ver¬ 
bal answer, stating that reservations to women and children could not be 
thought of, that they never had been usual, and that new principles could 
not be introduced. 

Two hours afterwards, the commissioners received from the Indiansa se¬ 
cond proposal, communicated through Colonel Reynolds, the agent, the sub¬ 
stance of which is: 

That twenty dollars a head be paid to each man, woman, and child of the 
nation, annually, for ten years: to be taken in lieu of reservations. 

The commissioners estimating the whole number of souls in the nation at 
five thousand; which, at the rate proposed, would make the annuity amount, 
in ten years, to one million of dollars, returned for answer, that the demand 
exceeded what they considered liberal, and could not be admitted. That 
they could not think of providing them a country equal to that which they 
should leave, removing them, supporting them for one year, compensating 
them for their improvements and stock, and then having to pay them, be¬ 
sides, so large an amount by way of annuity; that if they desired to treat, 
they must make their propositions reasonable, but not exhorbitant; that it 
was useless to conclude a treaty upon principles other than those to which 
it might be inferred the Senate would be disposed to agree. 

On Sunday, 29th August, the commissioners were informed verbally, 
through the agent, that the delegation having made two propositions, both 
ot which had neen rejected, had nothing more to present for consideration; 
and requested that now some proposal might be submitted to them. 

Whereupon, in the evening of the same day, the commissioners commu¬ 
nicated to the delegation, in council, the following terms, as the basis of a 
treaty: 

Each warrior or widow, who has a family, shall have a reservation of half 
a section of land (320 acres,) to be surveyed and bounded by legal subdivi¬ 
sions and lying together. If they shall reside on it five years, at the expi¬ 
ration of that time they shall receive a grant in fee simple; or, if they pre¬ 
fer to remove west, they may relinquish their claim to the United States, 
and receive therefor one dollar and a half an acre, to be paid in ten annual 
instalments. It is agreed that the whole number of warriors and widows, 
with families, shall not exceed five hundred; and that both together shall not 
exceed six hundred. 

Say 500 at 320 acres at $1 7 ** T is.$240,000- 

100 at 160 do 1-rVs- i 8 . 24,000 


$264,000 

2. In consideration of the long and tried friendship to the whites, and 
their fidelity and services to the people of their own nation, to conform to 
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the wishes of the President, and that kindness and justice may be practised 
towards some of those old and good men whom he has known so long, the 
commissioners, of their own accord, and without any suggestion even from 
any of said persons, do hereby agree that Levi Colbert, George Colbert, 
Samuel Seeley, senior, William McGilvery, and Tessemingo, shall each be 
entitled to a reservation of four sections, to be surveyed and bounded by 
sectional lines, upon it to remain, or, with the approbation of the President, 
to sell and convey it in fee, and remove. Also, after the same manner, there 
shall be reserved two sections as aforesaid to Captain James Brown, James 
Colbert, and James McLish. 

3. To each of the following persons, to wit: [Note.—The names not to 
exceed sixteen, and to be such, whose claims and merits entitle them to re¬ 
ceive it.] There shall be reserved one section of land, to be surveyed and 
bounded as before. If disposed to remain, they may reside upon it, and, at 
the end of five years from the ratification of the treaty, having resided up¬ 
on and cultivated it, shall receive a grant in fee simple, or, if disposed tore- 
move, may release their claim, and the United States shall pay for the same,, 
in one and two years, one and one-fourth dollars an acre. 

4. The President, after the treaty shall be concluded, will use his good 
offices with the Governor and Legislature to prevent the operation of her 
laws for two years, giving time for a removal. 

ANNUITY. 

In fixing this, reference must be had to reservations given, their value 
and other stipulations made. The treaty of 1818 gave $20,000 for fifteen 
years. That treaty surrendered as large and as fine a country as the pre¬ 
sent. No land was given in exchange; no reservations were made, and no 
pay for removal and support. 

JOHN H. EATON, 
JOHN COFFEE. 

Which proposition having been submitted to the delegation in council for 
their consideration, on the next day (30th August) they communicated to 
the commissioners the following written reply: 

Jhtgust 30, 1830. 

Brothers: We have considered over your propositions—the reservations. 
We wish to add Isaac Alberson in the two section reservation, and two in 
the section reservation. Annuities, $ 25,000 for twenty years. We think this 
would not be unfair. The country we now occupy is surrounded with na¬ 
vigable streams, good range for our stock, &e. Two blacksmiths for twen¬ 
ty years, wheel and millwright. We hope you will not think us ungrate¬ 
ful, for we love the country of our nativity. Should we find a country 
west of the Mississippi equal in soil, we think that those advantages which 
surround our country, we shall not find in the new one. General Coffee 
well knows the situation of our country. Also, one section to be added to 
our beloved friend Levi Colbert. 

On the same day, the commissioners, in answer to the foregoing, com¬ 
municated, through the agent, the following proposals: 

Brothers: We have received your talk of to-day. To some parts we con¬ 
sent; to others we cannot agree. 

1. We agree to comply with your request as to one blacksmith. Being 
4 
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well supplied with implements of husbandry, one will be sufficient. One 
is all that you have heretofore had. 

2. We will agree to furnish you a millwright, to fix your grist and saw 
mills for five years, until your mills can be built. 

3. We will take pleasure in acceding to your request that the beloved 
chief and friend of your nation, Levi Colbert, shall have an additional sec¬ 
tion of land. 

4. We agree that Isaac Alberson shall have two sections, and two more 
may be added to the number 16. 

But to an increase of the annuity, we cannot agree. We thought the of¬ 
fer made you was too great, but, desirous to be liberal and candid, we deter¬ 
mined at once, to tell you how far we could go; and to go to the extent that 
we believed the Senate would approve. Farther we cannot, through a well- 
founded apprehension that the Senate would not agree. We have already 
gone as far, or farther, than the President had expected. Looking to what 
we have offered, you cannot say that we have not acted openly and liberally. 

Your friends and brothers, 

JOHN H. EATON, 
JOHN COFFEE. 

On the same day, the commissioners met the delegation in council, and 
having been informed that their last propositions in relation to reservations 
were acceded to, they read and explained to them the following further pro¬ 
positions: 

ANNUITIES OF 

Fifteen thousand dollars for twenty years, to commence after the remo¬ 
val is made, but to cease if the Chickasaw nation, at any time, become ene¬ 
mies of the United States. 

For erecting a council house, and two churches, w T hichalso may 

be used for the purposes of schools - - - 84,000 

And $2,000 a year for ten years, for common schools and the 
support of teachers, under such direction as the Secretary of 
War, from time to time, shall make - 20,000 

To educate for twenty years, twenty Chickasaw children within 

the States, under the direction of the Secretary of War - 40,000 

Removal, and all expenses for one year of meat and bread stuffs, to be paicb 
In lieu of those articles of farming which cannot be removed, a suitable 
supply of those articles for one year. 

Stock, except horses, to be taken at valuation of one or more commis¬ 
sioners. 

Wheels and cards to be furnished to each family, and a loom to each six 
families. 

To each of the foregoing several propositions, the delegation assented, 
and agreed to sign a treaty embracing those terms and stipulations. 

August 31st, on this day, at 8 o’clock, A. M. the commissioners met the 
Chickasaw delegation in council, and presented, for their approval and exe¬ 
cution, the draft of a treaty; which, having been read and carefully inter¬ 
preted and explained by Mr. Benjamin Love, who, throughout the whole ne¬ 
gotiations had acted the part of interpreter, the delegates observed, that, so 
far as the provisions of the treaty would extend, they approved and were 
willing to sign it; but that there were some matters not comprised in it for 
which they wished to provide by treaty. The commissioners informed 
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them that the President was about to take his departure for Washington, 
and that it was desirable he should be informed of the result of their delibe¬ 
rations before he did so; and, therefore, requested that the treaty, as then 
framed, might be signed; stating that any other matters for which they 
might wish to provide, should be comprised in articles supplementary to 
the treaty then presented them. With this understanding, the treaty was 
signed, and is as follows: 

[Here follows the treaty.] 

On the next day, September 1st, the commissioners again met the Chick¬ 
asaw delegation in council, when the four first articles of a supplemental 
treaty, which had been previously discussed, were agreed to, and concluded 
to be signed. 

The following letter from R. P. Currin, received the preceding evening, 
was then read, and interpreted to the Indians: 

- “ August 31s/, 4 o’clock, P. M. 1830. 

Major Lewis and myself have been at an expense of three thousand 
dollars to find salt on the Chickasaw reserve. We have failed to find wa¬ 
ter after repeated trials. We offer to pay the nation, before they shall re¬ 
move in the fall of 1832, two thousand dollars, and to execute a note to them 
for that amount, with good security. 

R. P. CURRIN.” 

* £ lion. John H. Eaton and Gen. Coffee, Commisioners, fyc,” 

Levi Colbert, one of the trustees, remarked (James Brown, the other be¬ 
ing also present,) that he and Mr. Currin had conversed upon the subject of 
the case. That after the treaty of October, 1818, he and James Brown, as 
trustees, had given a lease, as stated, to Major William B. Lewis, but he 
had understood he had made no salt. He was informed by the commission¬ 
ers now, that the nation had ceded all their lands, and were about to remove 
to a new country, it would be preferable to make some arrangement satis¬ 
factory to them, by which to have all their business closed. He answered 
that such was their desire; that they had talked the matter over, and were 
willing to take two thousand dollars in full, and at the time proposed, except 
that they wished five hundred dollars then to be paid; and inquired whether 
Messrs Currin and Lewis would do this? Mr. Currin being sent for, 
agreed that he would do so. Whereupon, an agreement was made out by 
the Secretary, to be signed by the parties; and which, (being signed, was made 
the fifth article of the supplemental treaty which follows. 


No. 4. 

JZrlicles of a treaty entered into at Franklin, Tennessee, this 31st day of 
Jtugust, 1830, between John H. Eaton, Secretary of War , and Gene¬ 
ral John Coffee, Commissioners appointed by the President on the part 
of the United States, and the Chiefs and Headmen of the Chickasaw 
nation of Indians, duly authorized by the whole nation to conclude a 
treaty. 

Article T. 

The Chickasaw nation hereby cede to the United States all the lands 
owned and possessed by them on the east side of the Mississippi rivery 
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where they at present reside, and which lie north of the following boundary; 
beginning at the mouth of Oacktibbyhaw (or Tibbee) creek; thence up the 
same to a point, being a marked tree, on the old Natchez road, about one 
mile southwardly from Wall's old place; thence with the Choctaw boundary, 
and along it, westwardly, through the Tunicha old fields, to a point on the 
Mississippi river, about twenty-eight miles by water below where the St. 
Francis river enters said stream on the west side. All the lands north and 
north east of said boundary to latitude 35° N., the south boundary of the 
State of Tennessee, being owned bv the Chickasaws, are hereby ceded to 
the United States. 


Article II. 

In consideration of said cession, the United States agree to furnish to the 
Chickasaw nation of Indians a country west of the Territory of Arkansas, 
to lie south of latitude 36° 30', and of equal extent with the one ceded; and, 
in all respects, as to timber, water, and soil, it shall be suited to the wants 
and condition of said Chickasaw people. It is agreed further, that the 
United States will send one or more commissioners to examine and select a 
country of the description stated, who shall be accompanied by an interpre¬ 
ter, and not more than twelve persons of the Chickasaws, to be chosen by the 
nation, to examine said country; and who, for their expenses and services, 
shall be allowed two dollars a day, each, while so engaged. If, after proper 
examination, a country, suitable to their wants and condition cannot be 
found, then it is stipulated and agreed that this treaty and all its provisions 
shall be considered null and void. But if a country should be found and 
approved, the President of the United States shall cause a grant in fee sim¬ 
ple to be made out, to be signed by him as other grants are usually signed, 
conveying the country to the Chickasaw people and their children sc long 
as they .shall continue to exist.as a nation, and shall reside upon the same. 

Article III. 

The Chicksaws being a weak tribe, it is stipulated that the United States 
will, at all times, extend to them their protection and care against enemies 
of every description; but it is, at the same time, agreed that they shall act 
peaceably, and never make war, nor resort to arms, except with the consent 
and approval of the President, unless in cases where they may be invaded 
by some hostile power or tribe. 

Article IV. 

As further consideration, the United States agree that each warrior and 
widow having a family, and each white man having an Indian family, shall 
be entitled to a half section of land; and, if they have no family, to half that 
quantity. The delegation present, having full knowledge of the population 
of their country, stipulate that the first class of cases (those with families) 
shall not exceed five hundred, and that the other class shall not exceed one 
hundred, persons. The reservations secured under this article, shall be 
granted in fee simple to those who choose to remain and become subject to 
the laws of the whites; and who, having recorded such intention with the 
agent before the time of the first removal, shall continue to reside upon and 
cultivate the same for five years; at the expiration of which ..time a grant 
shall be issued. But should they prefer to remove, and actually remove, 
then the United States, in lieu of such reservations, will pay for the same at 
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the rate of one dollar and a half per acre; the same to be paid in ten equal 
annual instalments, to commence after the period of the ratification of this 
treaty, if at that time they shall have removed. 

Article V. 

It is agreed that the United States, as further consideration, will pay to 
said nation of Indians fifteen thousand dollars, annually, for twenty years; 
the first payment to be made after their removal shall take place, and they 
be settled at their new homes, west of the Mississippi. 

Article VI. 

Whereas’Levi Colbert, George Colbert, Tessemingo, William McGilvery, 
and Samuel Seeley, senior, have been long known as faithful and steady 
friends of the United States, and regardful of the interest of their own peo¬ 
ple; to afford them an earnest of our good feeling, now that they are about 
to seek a new home, the commissioners, of their own accord, and without 
any thing of solicitation or request on the part of said persons, have pro¬ 
posed, and do agree that they have reservations of lour sections each, to in¬ 
clude their present improvements as nearly as may be; or, if they have im¬ 
provements at any other place than one, then equally to divide said reserva¬ 
tions, so that two sections may be laid off at one place of improvement, and 
two at another; or the whole at one place, as the party entitled may choose. 
They shall be entitled to the same in fee simple, to be resided upon; or, if 
they prefer it, they may, with the consent of the President, sell and convey 
the same in fee. And it is further agreed that, upon the same terms and 
conditions, a reservation of two sections, to be surveyed together, and to in¬ 
clude the improvements of the party entitled, shall, and the same is hereby 
declared to be secured to Captain James Brown, James Colbert, John 
McLish, and Isaac Alberson. 

Article VII. 

The delegation having selected the following persons as worthy their re¬ 
gard and confidence, to wit: Ish-te-yoTo-pe, To-pul-ka, Isri-te-ke-yo-ka-tub- 
bee, Ish-te-ka-cha, E-le-paum-be, Pish-te-la-tubbee, Ish-tim-mo tut ka, 
Pish-ta-tubbee, Im-mo-houl-to-tubbee, Ra-ka-tubbee, Ish-te-ye-tubbee, Ash- 
to-ko-wa. Oak la-na-ya ubbee, In-hie-yo che-tubbe, Thomas Seeley, Tum- 
ma-shek-ah, Inumo-la-subbe, Aun-le-mi-ya-tubbe, Benjamin Love, and Mal- 
comb McGee; it is consented that each of said persons shall be entitled to 
a reservation of one section of land, to be located in a body, to include their 
present improvements, and upon which, intending to become resident citi¬ 
zens of the country, they may continue, and at the end of five years shall 
receive a grant for the same; or, should they prefer to remove, they shall be 
entitled, in lieu thereof, to receive from the United States one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre for the same, to be paid in two equal annual in¬ 
stalments, to commence after the ratification of this treaty, and after the na¬ 
tion shall have removed. 

Article VIII. 

No person, receiving a special reservation, shall be entitled to claim any 
further reservation under the provisions of the fourth article of this treaty. 
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Article IX. 

At the request of the delegation, it is agreed that Levi Colbert shall have 
an additional section of land to that granted him in the sixth article, to be 
located where he may prefer, and subject to the conditions contained in said 
sixth article. 

Article X. 

All the reservations made by this treaty, shall be in sections, half sections, 
or quarter sections, agreeably to the legal surveys made, and shall include the 
present houses and improvements of the reservees, as nearly as may be. 

Article XI. 

It is agreed that the Chickasaw people, in removing to their new homes, 
shall go there at the expense of the United States; and that, when they shall 
have arrived at their new homes, the United States will furnish to each one, 
for the space of one year, meat and corn rations for himself and his family; 
that thereby time may be afforded to clear the ground and prepare a crop. 
And the better to effect this object, it is agreed that one half the nation shall 
remove in the fall of 1831, and the other half the following fall. The sup¬ 
plies, to be furnished by the United States, are to be delivered at one or two 
places in the nation, which shall be as convenient to the body of the people 
as may be practicable; having regard to the position or places where the sup¬ 
plies may be had or deposited with the greatest convenience and least expense 
to the United States. 

Article XII. 

The United States, at the time of removal of each portion of the nation, at 
the valuation of some respectable person, to be appointed by the President, 
agree to purchase all the stock they may desire to part with, (except horses,) 
and pay them therefor, at their new homes, as early as practicable after the 
ratification of this treaty. Also, to receive their agricultural and farming 
utensils, and to furnish them at the west with axes, hoes, and ploughs, suited 
to their wants, respectively. Also, to furnish each family with a spinning 
wheel and cards, and a loom to every six families. 

Article Xllf. 

A council house, and two houses of public worship, which may be used 
for the purposes of schools, shall be buili by the United States; and the sum 
of four thousand dollars shall be appropriated for that purpose. Also, one 
blacksmith, and no more, shall be employed at the expense of the Govern¬ 
ment for twenty years, for the use of the Indians, and a mill-wright for five 
years, to aid them in erecting their saw and grist mills. 

Article XIV. 

The sum of two thousand dollars a year shall be paid for ten years for the 
purpose of employing suitable teachers of the Christian religion, and super¬ 
intending common schools in the nation. And it is further agreed, that 
twenty Chickasaw boys-of promise, from time to time, for the period of 
twenty years, shall be selected from the nation, by the chiefs,4o be educated 
within the States, at the expense of the United States, under the direction of 
the Secretary of War. 
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Article XV. 

A desire having been expresed by Levi Colbert, that two of his younger 
sons, Abijah Jackson Colbert and Andrew Morgan Colbert, aged seven and 
five years, might be educated under the direction and care of the President 
of the United States; and George Colbert having also expressed a wish that 
his grand son, Andrew J. Frazier, aged about twelve years, might have a 
similar attention, it is consented, that, at a proper age, as far as they may be 
found to have capacity, they shall receive a liberal education at the expense 
of the United States, under the direction and control of the President. 

Article XVI. 

The United States shall have authority, after the ratification of this treaty 
by the Senate, to survey and prepare the country for sale: but no sale shall 
take place before the fall of 1832, or until they shall remove. And, that 
every clause and article herein contained may be strictly fulfilled, it is stipu¬ 
lated and agreed that the lands herein ceded, shall be, and the same are 
hereby pledged, for the payment of the several sums which are secured and 
directed to be paid under the several provisions of this treaty. 

Article XVII. 

The United States and the Chickasaw nation of Indians herein stipulate, 
that perpetual peace, and unaltered and lasting friendship shall be maintained 
between them. 

It is agreed that the President of the United Stales will use his good of¬ 
fices and kind mediation, and make a request of the Governor and Legisla¬ 
ture of the State of Mississippi not to extend their laws over the Chickasaws, 
or to suspend their operation until they shall have time to remove, as limit¬ 
ed in this treaty. 

In witness of all and every thing herein determined, between the United 
States and the delegation representing the whole Chickasaw nation, the 
parties have hereunto set their hands and seals, at Franklin, Tennessee, 
within the United States, this 31st day of August, 1830. 

JOHN H. EATON, Sec’y of War. 
JOHN COFFEE. 

Signed in presence of us, 

Preston Hay, Secretary , 

Benjamin Reynolds, U. S. Agent. 

[Other signatures, same as attached to the supplemental articles.] 


Articles supplementary to a treaty this day entered into between John 

H. Eaton and John Coffee , on the part of the United States, and the 

Chiefs of the Chickasaw Nation. 

I. It is agreed that the United States will furnish the Chickasaw nation, 
to be distributed by the agent, under the direction of the chiefs, at or before 
the time of their removal west of the Mississippi river, three hundred rifles 
with moulds and wipers; also three hundred pounds of good powder and 
twelve hundred pounds of lead. They will also furnish, as aforesaid, three 
hundred copper or brass kettles, and six hundred blankets; likewise, three 
thousand weight of leaf tobacco. 
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2 . Colbert s Island, in the Tennessee river, just below the mouth of Caney 
creek, supposed to contain five hundred acres, has always been in the use 
and occupancy of George Colbert, and has been admitted by the nation to 
be his individual property; it is agreed now that he shall be recognized as 
having a title to the same, and that he shall receive from the United States, 
in consideration of it, one thousand dollars, to be paid in one year after the 
Chickasaws shall remove to their new homes. 

3. James Colbert has represented that he has a claim of thirteen hundred 
dollars of money due from a citizen of the United States; that he has become 
insolvent, and is unable to pay it. It is further represented that, by the 
rule of the Chickasaw people, where an Indian cannot pay a debt due a white 
man the nation assumes it. Also, Levi Colbert shows, that, some time since 
he purchased of a white citizen a horse, which was stolen, and proven and 
taken out of his possesion as stolen property; for which he has not and cannot 
obtain remuneration. Being now about to leave their ancient homes for a new- 
one too distant to attend to their business here, it is agreed that a section of 
land may be located and reserved to be bound by sectional lines; which land, 
with the consent of the President, they may sell. 

4. The Chickasaw delegation request that a reservation of land may be 
made in favor of their excellent agent, Colonel Benjamin Reynolds, who, 
since he has been amongst them, has acted uprightly and faithfully, and of 
their sub-agent. Major Jonn L. Allen, who has also been of much service- 
The commissioners accordingly consent thereto; and it is stipulated that Col. 
Reynolds shall have a reservation of five quarter sections of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines or quarter sectional lines, and to be together in a 
body; and, in further consideration, it is stipulated, with the consent of said 
Reynolds, that his pension of two hundred and forty dollars a year, granted 
to him by the United States, shall thereafter cease and determine. The ap¬ 
plication in favor of the sub-agent, Major Allen, is also recognized; and a 
reservation of a quarter section is admitted to his wife, to whom, and for 
whose benefit, a grant shall issue. But said reservations shall not be located 
so as to interfere with other claims to reservations secured under this treaty; 
nor shall this treaty be affected if this article is not ratified. 

5. The fourth article of the treaty of 19th October, 1818, which reserves 
a salt lick, and authorizes Levi Colbert and James Brown to lease the same 
for a reasonable quantity of salt, is hereby changed; and, with the consent of 
the commissioners present, the following agreement, made by Robert P. 
Currin, for himself and William B. Lewis, is entered as a part of this treaty, 
to wit: 

Whereas a lease of land, of four miles square, was secured under the 
fourth article of a treaty, concluded on the 19th day of October, 1818, between 
the United States and the Chickasaw nation of Indians; and Levi Colbert and 
James Brown, under the same treaty, were appointed agents and trustees 
by the Chickasaw nation to make said lease. And whereas William B. 
Lewis, a citizen of the United States, afterwards procured from said trustees, 
Colbert and Brown, a lease for the same, on condition of his paying annual¬ 
ly a certain amount of salt to said nation, provided he should succeed in 
finding salt water. And whereas the said William B. Lewis and Robert P. 
Currin, who subesquently became interested with him, have, as is shown, 
expended about the sum of three thousand dollars in endeavoring to find salt 
water, but without success. And the Indians, who are about to leave their 
ancient country, being desirous to have this land and lease placed in such a 
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condition as that some benefit may result to their nation, they do hereby agree 
with said Robert P. Currin, a citizen of the United States, for himself, and 
as the agent and attorney in fact of the said William B. Lewis, (John H. 
Eaton and John Coffee, the United States’ commissioners to treat with the 
Chickasaw nation, being present, and assenting thereto,) that the lease here¬ 
tofore made be so changed, that the rent therein agreed to be paid is entirely 
released and discharged from the date of said lease, together with all claim 
arising on account of the same. And it is now agreed that said lease shall 
remain as heretofore made, with this alteration—that two thousand dollars 
shall be paid to said Colbert and Brown, trustees as aforesaid for the Chicka¬ 
saw nation, to wit: five hundred dollars now in hand, five hundred dollars 
on the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, and 
one thousand dollars on the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and . thirty tw’o. And it is further agreed, in consideration of said altera¬ 
tion of said original contract and lease, herein made and agreed upon, and 
the said Robert P. Currin, for himself and the said William B. Lewis, for 
each and for both, he having full authority to act in the premises, will an¬ 
nually pay to the said trustees four bushels of salt, or the value thereof, as 
they and the nation may agree to and direct. 

In testimony whereof, and in the presence of the commissioners appoint¬ 
ed to treat with the Chickasaw nation of people on the part of the United 
States, the parties respectively have hereto set their hands and affixed their 
seals, this first day of September, one thousand eight hundred and thirty. 

JOHN H. EATON, Sec. of War. 
JOHN COFFEE. 


Levi Colbert, his x mark. 

George Colbert, his x mark. 
James Colbert, his x mark. 
William McGilvery, his x mark. 
Isaac Alberson, his x mark. 
James Brown, his x mark. 
To-pul-ka, his x mark. 
Ish-ti-ki-yo ka-tubbe, his x mark. 
Ish-le-he-cha, his x mark. 
Im-me-houl-te-tubbe, his x mark. 


In-hu-yo-chit tubbe, his x mark. 
Ish-te-ya-tubbe, his x mark. 
Ah-to-ko-wa, his x mark. 

Ook-la na-ya-ubbe, his x mark. 
Im mo-la-subbe, his x mark. 
Hush-ta-ta-be, his x mark. 
In-no-wa-ke che, his x mark. 

Oh he-cubbe, his x mark. 

Kin hie-che, his x mark. 

J. McLish. 


Signed in presence of us: 

Preston Hay, Secretary , 

Benj. Reynolds, U. S. Agent. 
Benjamin Love, Interpreter. 

R. McGavock. 

Lemuel Donelson. 


Samuel Smith. 

R. P. Currin. 
Joseph H. Fry. 
James H. Wilson. 
J. R. Davis. 


No. 5. 

This indenture, made this 19th day of October, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, between Levi Colbert and James Brown, chiefs of the Chickasaw 
nation of Indians, of the one part, and William B. Lewis, of the county 
of Davidson, and State of Tennessee, of the other part, witnesseth: that 
whereas, by the 4th article of a treaty held and concluded with the Chicka- 
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saw nation of Indians, on the 19th day of October, 1818, by his excellency 
Isaac Shelby, esq., late Governor of the State ol Kentucky, and Major 
General Andrew Jackson, of the army of the United States, commissioners 
on the part of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of 
the said Chickasaw nation, of the other part, it is stipulated, covenanted, 
and agreed, as follows: 

Article 4th. The commissioners agree, on the further particular applica¬ 
tion of the chiefs, and for the benefit of the poor and warriors of said na¬ 
tion, that a tract of land, containing four miles square, to include a salt lick 
or springs, on or near the river Sandy, a branch of the Tennessee river, 
and within the land hereby ceded, be reserved, and to be laid off in a square 
or oblong, so as to include the best timber, at the option of their beloved 
chiefs. Major Levi Colbert and Major James Brown, or either of them, who 
are hereby made agents and trustees for the nation, to lease the said jplt 
lick or springs, on the following express condition, viz. For the benefit 
of this reservation, as before recited, the trustees or agents are bound to 
lease the said reservation to some citizen or citizens of the United States, 
for a reasonable quantity of salt, to be paid annually to the said nation for 
the use thereof; and that, from and after two years from the ratification of 
this treaty, no salt made at the works, to be on this reservation, shall be 
sold within the limits of the same, for a higher price than one dollar per 
bushel, of fifty pounds weight; on failure of which, the lease shall be for¬ 
feited, and the reservation revert to the United States. And whereas we, 
the said Colbert and Jame3 Brown, being then and thereby appointed 
agents for the said Chickasaw nation to lease out the said salt spring, with 
the land and appurtenances thereunto belonging, do, by these presents, as 
trustees aforesaid, and by virtue of the power and authority by which we 
are invested under the before-recited article of the aforesaid treaty, have, 
and by these presents doth grant, demise, lease, and to farm let, to the 
said William B. Lewis, the before recited premises, including the sakl 
salt spring or springs, with its butts and boundaries, as in said 4lh article 
of the before-recited treaty, with all and singular the rights, profits, and 
emoluments thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, with the 
butts and boundaries therein described, and agreeable to its marks, butts, 
and boundaries hereafter to be made under the said 4th article of the treaty 
aforesaid, for th^ full and complete term of one hundred and ninety-nine 
years, to be completed and ended; he, the said William B. Lewis, for 
himself, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, covenanting and 
agreeing to and with the said Levi Colbert and James Brown, that he will 
yearly, and every year, for and during the term aforesaid, pay to the said 
Levi Colbert and James Brown, or such other person as they or the nation 
may appoint, the full quantity of seven hundred and fifty bushels of salt 
for the use of said nation; and that he will sell salt at the said lick, as pre¬ 
scribed by the 4th article of said treaty; and they, the said Levi Colbert 
and James Brown, do covenant and agree for themselves, as chiefs of the 
Chickasaw nation of Indians, and by virtue of the power and authority by 
which they are invested under the said 4th article of the before-recited 
treaty, to and with the said William B. Lewis, his heirs and assigns, that 
they shall quietly and peacebly enjoy and possess the same for and during 
the term aforesaid of one hundred and ninety-nine years, free and clear 
from the intrusion or hindrance of the said Chickasaw nation of Indians, 
and all, or any person claiming by, through, or under them; and that the 
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said Chickasaw nation, for and during the term aforesaid, shall not cede 
the said tenement, including the said salt spring or springs, with its boun¬ 
daries, as in said treaty described, to the United States, or any State or 
citizen of the United States, by treaty or otherwise, until the expiration 
of the above said term of one hundred and ninety-nine years is completed 
and ended. It is further covenanted and agreed by and between the par¬ 
ties to this agreement, in case the salt water on the said reservation and 
above-recited premises, upon a fair experiment being made, shall be found 
not to be of quality and quantity sufficient to justify the working thereof, 
then, and in that case, this article of agreement to be void and of no eflect, 
and the above-recited premises be, and re-delivered to said Chickasaw na¬ 
tion of Indians. 

In testimony whereof, we, as chiefs of the Chickasaw nation, and by 
virtue of the power and authority by which vve are invested by and under 
the 4th article of the treaty aforesaid, have hereunto set our hands and af¬ 
fixed our seals, the day and year first above written. 

his - ' 

LEVI x COLBERT, £l. s.] 

mark. 

his 

JAMES x BROWN, £l. s.] 

WILLIAM B. LEWIS. J>. s.] 

Tn the presence of 

William Eastin, 

Kilpatrick Carter, 

Martin Colbert. 

Ten “’ l Circuit Court, August term, 1819. 

Williamson county . $ ° 

I, William Smith, clerk of said circuit court, do certify that the within 
lease for a term of years, from James Brown and Levi Colbert to William 
B. Lewis, for a tract of land and salt spring on the river Sandy, was pro¬ 
duced, and the execution thereof proved by the oath of William Eastin, a 
subscribing witness thereto; and that the said William Eastin also proved 
that the other two subscribing witnesses, Kilpatrick Carter and Martin Col¬ 
bert, were not inhabitants of this State; that they reside in the Chickasaw 
nation of Indians, and their attestation was their own handwriting, and 
executed in his presence, and at the time and place of his own attestation: 
Whereupon it is ordered by the court that said deed be certified, that it may 
be registered. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my pri¬ 
vate seal, this 9th of August, 1819, there being no seal of office. 

W. SMITH, [l. s.j 

State of Tennessee, ? Ref , ister > s September 9, 1819. 

Humphreys county. } - . m ■> 1 5 

Then was the within agreement between Levi Colbert and James Brown, 
of the one part, and William B. Lewis, of the other, and the certificates 
thereon duly registered in the Register’s office of said county, in book B, 
and pages 280, 281. 282, 2^3, and 284. 

JOHN THOMPSON, Register . 
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State of Tennessee, ) 
Humphreys county, j 


Register’s Office, April 16, 1832. 


I do hereby certify that the foregoing copy of a lease from Levi Colbert 
and James Brown to William B. Lewis, for a certain tract of land on the 
river Sandy, together with its probates, is correct, as shows of record now 
in my office. Given under mv hand. 

JOHN C. MORRISON, 
Register f07' said county. 


No. 6. 

Whereas by the 4th article of a treaty held and concluded with the Chick¬ 
asaw nation of Indians, on the 19th of October, 1818, it is stipulated, cove¬ 
nanted, and agreed, that a tract of country of four miles square, including 
some salt springs or licks, on or near the Sandy, a small river putting into 
the Tennessee, shall be reserved for the benefit of said nation; and that Maj. 
Levi Colbert and Maj. James Brown, chiefs of said nation,and therein appoint¬ 
ed agents and trustees to lease the said reserve to some citizen or citizens of the 
United States; and whereas the said trustees did, on the 19th of October, 
aforesaid, proceed to lease the said reserved premises agreeably to the terms 
and conditions of the said 4th article of the treaty aforesaid, to W. B. Lewis, 
a citizen of the State of Tennessee, for the full and complete term of 199 
years, for the annual rent of 750 bushels salt, to be paid to the nation for 
the benefit of the poor and warriors thereof. Now, therefore, we the said 
Levi Colbert and James Brown, agents aforesaid, and chiefs of the said Chicka¬ 
saw nation of Indians, do hereby authorize the said W. B. Lewis to enter 
into, and take immediate possession of the said reservation, including said 
salt springs or licks, and to occupy and hold the same agreeably to the tenor 
and meaning of the lease aforesaid, which we, as agents and trustees afore¬ 
said, did execute to him on the aforesaid 19th of October, in the same man¬ 
ner and form as if said reservation had been actually run out, and the lines 
defined, as contemplated in the 4th article of the treaty aforesaid. Given 
under our hands and seals this 11th January, 1819. 

his 

LEVI ( Lc) COLBERT, [l. s.] 
mark, 
his 

JAMES x BROWN, [l. s.] 

W itness, mark. 

Robert H. Williams 
John Donley. 


Secretary's Office for the State of Tennessee, 
April 20, 1832. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the copy now on file in the 
Secretary’s office. 

SAM. G. SMITH, Secretary of State . 
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No. 7. 

Washington, March , 1832. 

Sir: Under the authority of the Committee on the Public Lands, I have 
employed you to proceed to the State of Tennessee, for the purpose of taking 
testimony of such witnesses as may know any thing of and concerning the 
matters embraced in the resolution of the House of Representatives of 21st 
February, 1832, a copy of which accompanies this letter. 

It will be necessary for you to go upon the land described in the resolve, 
where, it is presumed, you can the more readily obtain witnesses to prove 
the most, if not all of the facts, which the resolution makes it the duty of 
the committee to investigate 

The first fact of inquiry embraced in the resolution, may be satisfied by 
obtaining from the clerk’s office in Hu nphreys county, certified copies of 
two leases said to be of record in that county: the one dated in ISIS, be¬ 
tween Brown and Colbert and Wm. B. Lewis; the other between the head¬ 
men and chiefs of the Chickasaw Indians, and R. P. Currin and Wm. B. 
Lewis, dated in 1830. 

It may be well to take the deposition of the clerk, to prove by whom, and 
when it was, he was requested to record those instruments. 

By the fourth article of the treaty of 1818, this tract of land, viz. four 
miles square was reserved to the Indians for salt purposes, to be leased to 
some citizen of the United States, for a reasonable rent to be paid in salt, 
for the use and benefit of the Chickasaw nation, and, upon a failure to find 
salt water, &c., it was to revert to the United States. 

A lease by Brown and Colbert, the trustees for the Indians, to Wm. B. 
Lewis, upon a rent of 700 bushels of salt per annum, was made, and is 
one of the papers above referred to as of record in Humphreys county. 

In order to answer the inquiry of the House, it will be necessary for you 
to take testimony upon the following points: 

1st. What was the reputed value of this four miles square in ISIS? 

2d. At what time after 18IS did the efforts to find .salt water, and to 
make salt thereon, commence? 

3d. When did these efforts cease? 

4th. By whom were they made, and the nature and extent of them? 

5th. What amount was probably expended in the efforts, and who ex¬ 
pended the same? 

The next point to which you will take testimony, is, by whom is the said 
four miles square now occupied; the number of occupants; the present 
value of the land, as improved and as unimproved; under what title the occu¬ 
pants claim; how long have they resided thereon; and what efforts, if any, 
and by whom made, to induce them to take leases, or make purchases under 
William B. Lewis and R. P. Currin, and what number of them have taken 
leases? 

What are the occupations and pursuits of those who now live upon the 
reservation? 

These are the important and leading facts to which you will direct your 
inquiries, and any others which the course of investigation may suggest to 
you as material, will, in the exercise of a sound discretion, be embodied by 
you.' 

The depositions will be taken, subscribed, and sworn to before a justice of 
the peace, and certified by him in the usual way. 
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\ou will pass through Franklin, in Tennessee, where Mr. R. P. Curriu 
lives; you will inform him, by letter, keeping a copy thereof, “that you 
are on your way to Humphreys county, for the purpose of taking depositions 
under the order of the Committee on the Public Lands, and that if he thinks 
proper to attend, he is at liberty to do so, and to propound questions to wit¬ 
nesses, which may be deemed material; and that you will, at his instance, 
take the depositions of any witness whom he may desire, and will convene at 
any place which may be convenient, and in a reasonable time after you have 
closed the taking of such as you may deem important under these instruc¬ 
tions. 

These depositions, so taken, you will bring to the city of Washington 
with as little delay as possible. It is desired by the committee that you 
lose no time in executing this commission, and that, in all respects, you ob¬ 
serve towards all concerned the utmost fairness and impartiality, and that 
you take the testimony of no man whose character and standing do not enti¬ 
tle him to credit. 

Yours, 

C. A. WICKLIFFE. 

Mr. Benj. Tobin. 

N. B. Your compensation for this business will be four dollars per day, 
and all reasonable expenses paid by the United States, of which you will 
keep a correct account, and certify the same. 


No. S. 


Franklin Inn, Jlpril 9, 1832. 


Sir: I am on my way to Humphreys county, Tennessee, for the purpose 
of taking depositions, under an order of the Committee of Congress on 
Public Lands, and if you think proper to attend, you are at liberty to do so, 
and propound questions to witnesses which may be deemed material; and I 
will, at your instance, take the depositions of any witnesses whom you may 
desire, and will convene at any place which may be convenient. 

Respectfully, 


Mr. R. P. Currin. 


BEN. TOBIN 


No. 9. 

Franklin, rfpril 10, 1S32. 

Sir: I have received your letter of yesterday, also one forwarded by you 
trom the Hon. C. A. WieklifFe. They represent you as an agent selected by 
the committee, of which Mr. W. is Chairman, to take depositions con¬ 
cerning an Indian reservation in Humphreys county; and I am apprised by 
you that, in your examination, if I “ think proper to attend, I am at liberty 
to do so, to propound questions to witnesses, which may be deemed material. ” 
I feel obliged to you for your polite offer, assuring you that I have no desire 
to avail myself of it. 
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The lease referred to was obtained in 1818, under the provisions of a 
treaty entered into in that year. The consideration agreed upon was a 
certain number of bushels of salt, to be paid annually, if salt water could be 
found: none was procured, and further efforts to obtain it were abandoned 
in 1820, after several fruitless experiments had been made, and much ex¬ 
pense incurred. 

In 1830, of my own will and accord, I changed the contract of an an¬ 
nual payment of salt for a sum certain in money, $2,000. The Indians 
agreed to it: it was a change of consideration merely, not of the terms of 
the lease. I laid it before the commissioners, Coffee and Eaton, with a re¬ 
quest that it might be brought before the Indians in full council, there to be 
explained; not that I considered this to be necessary, but that I might not 
be understood to make any arrangement with them privately. The whole 
matter was explained and interpreted fully to the Indians; and they were 
asked whether they were fully satisfied with it? ‘They answered that they 
were. This was no new contract; it was merely a change of the considera¬ 
tion. I cared not for it to be placed in the treaty; and was told at the time, 
by the commissioners, that it was not necessary. My only object in making 
the alteration, and getting it before the commissioners, to be placed on 
their records, is, as stated, that it might appear to be a public, not a private 
act; and evidence satisfactory be thereby afforded that the Indians were 
fully satisfied with what was proposed, and by them accepted. 

This is a simple statement of facts, and, of course, I do not feel myself 
called upon to give my attention to any examination Congress thinks ne¬ 
cessary to be made. I challenge the proof of the country to present it in 
any different light; and am therefore willing to leave the whole affair to 
your own ex parte examination. I consider it a private affair of my own, 
but am quite contented that you ransack proof from every quarter you can, 
and for the committee you represent to decide upon it. 

The enclosed letter to Col. Daniel Mason, I request the favor of you to 
deliver. He lives near the land, and may afford you information as to the 
probable value of the land. I wish you great success in arriving at a 
knowledge of every necessary fact connected with your inquiry. 

I am, respectfully, 

Your obedient, 

R. P. CURRIN. 

Mr. Benjamin Tobin. 


No. 10. 

Committee on the Public Lands, 

March 8 th, 183£. 

Sir: I am instructed by the Committee on the Public Lands to enclose to 
you a copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives, which resolution 
directs the committee to investigate and report certain facts upon the points 
indicated in the resolve. 

I am also required to inform you that they have authorized an agent to 
proceed to the State of Tennessee, and to take depositions, who will be in¬ 
structed to apprise Mr. Currin of the time and place of taking the deposi- 
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tions, when that can be done. The committee will receive any testimony 
which it may be your wish to submit, connected with the subjects of inquiry. 
I have the honor to be, 

Rt-spectfullyq your obedient servant. 

C. A. WICKLIFFE, Chairman. 

Wm. B. Lewis, Esq. 


No. 11. 

Committee of Public Lands, 

March 8/h, 1832. 

Sir: I am instructed by the Committee on Public Lands to enclose to 
you a copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives, which reso¬ 
lution directs the committee to investigate and report certain facts upon the. 
points indicated in the resolve. 

I am also required to inform you that they have authorized an agent to 
proceed to the "stale of Tennessee to take depositions, who will be instructed 
to apprise Mr. Currin of the time and place ol taking the depositions. 
When that can be done the committee will receive any testimony which it 
may be your wish to submit connected with the subjects of inquiry. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 

C. A. WICKLIFFE, Chairman. 

R. P. Currin, Esq. 


No. 12. 

The deposition of the Rev. Jacob BrowningjJaJssn on the 1 Gth day of 

__XRi^dcqjUlTehrtIeposet as follows, to wit: 

Question. W 7 hat was the reputed value of the four miles square reserved 
to the Indians for salt purposes, in their treaty of 1818 with Jackson and 
Shelby? 

Answer. From the general opinion of the prospect of salt water in the 
year 1818, the reserve w^as considered as enhanced or increased in value at 
least double the value of the land without that prospect. 

Question. At what time after 1818, did the efforts to find salt water, and 
to make salt, commence? 

Answer. The work was commenced sometime in the y r ear 1819, and they 
ceased to work sometime in the year 1820, as I have understood. 

Question. By whom was the work done, and what was the nature and 
extent of the work? 

Answer. The work was done by Lewis and Currin The first well was 
ten or twelve feet square, and twelve or fifteen feet deep; the second about 
ninety-seven feet, by boring, and the next of the same kind, about one 
hundred and seven. 

Question. What amount was probably expended, and by whom, in this 
work? 



41 


[ Rep. No. 488. ] 

Answer. 'The work was done by Currin and Lewis, and the expense in 
doing it was incurred by them; and, it is my opinion, from the nature and 
extent of the works, that they cost probably one thousand dollars. 

Question. By whom is the four mile square, or the reserve, now occupied, 
and what is the number of occupants? 

Answer. There are now on the land between thirty and forty occupants.- 

Question. What is the present value of the land, as unimproved and im¬ 
proved land? 

Answer. It is worth one dollar per acre, to average it; and the improve¬ 
ments made by the occupants, it is my opinion, are worth, in the aggregate 1 , 
■§ 1,750. 

Question. Under what title do the occupants hold or claim? 

Answer. The whole of the occupants settled upon the land as belonging 
to the United States, but perhaps two, since they settled, have been prevailed 
upon by Currin to give him their obligations to pay him rent, provided his 
claim held the land. 

Question. How long have the occupants resided on the land? 

Answer. It has been occupied from twelve to two years last past by the 
occupants. 

Question. What are the occupations and pursuits of those living on the 
land? 

Answer. They are farmers. 

Question. From the nature and extent of the efforts to find salt water, fe 
the prospect of salt water sufficient to justify the working it? 

Answer. It is not; the salt water is entirely too Weak. 

Question. Do you think the efforts made by Currin and Lewis sufficient 
to ascertain whether there was salt water or not? 

Answer. From the efforts made by Currin and Lewis, the water found 
would not justify the working of it; but there is gait water, yet it is too weak 
to justify the working of it. 

Question. How far do you reside from the land, and how long have you 
resided there? 

Answer. I have resided near nine years within about four miles of the 
l*and. 

JACOB BROWNING. 


The depositions of Abner Herrin, Elbert Wigul, Abel Rushig , Be¬ 
verly Herrin, John Pearce, Joel Rushing , James Y. Blood, taken at 
the same time. 

Question. Have you not just heard read the deposition of the Rev. Jacob 
Browning? 

Answer. We have. 

Question. Do you concur with him in the answers he has given to all the 
questions put to him? 

Answer. We do agree with him in all the answers he has given to the in¬ 
terrogatories put to him in his deposition, and believe they are true. Those 
of us that do not reside on the reserve, reside near it, and have personally 

* 
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an acquaintance and knowledge of the facts testified to by the said Jacob 
Browning, in his foregoing deposition. 

ABNER HERRIN, 
BEVERLY HERRIN, 
JOEL RUSHING, 
ELBERT WIGUL, 
JAMES Y. BLOOD. 
ABEL RUSHING, 

JOHN PEARCE. 

The foregoing depositions were, on the 16th day of April, 1832, taken, 
subscribed, and sworn to before me, this 16th of April, 1S32. 

ISAAC W. MOORE, 

A Justice of the Peace oj Humphreys county , 

and State of Tennessee . 


No. 13. 

The deposition of John C. Morrison, taken at Reynoldsburg , on the 16/A 
of April, 1832. 

Question. Are you not the register of Humphreys county? 

Answer. I am the present register. 

Question. When was the lease dated 1818, of which you have given a 
certified copy, presented for record, and by whom was it presented? 

Answer. 1 hat lease was recorded before I was appointed register. It 
purports to have been recorded when Mr. Thompson was register. 

Question. When was the lease bearing date the first of September, 1830, 
of which you have given a certified copy, presented for record, and by whom 
was it presented for record? 

Answer. It was presented for record about the time it bears date, and I 
immediately recorded the same; and it was presented either by Mr. Currin 
or some person for him, and I was paid the fee either by Mr. Currin or 
some person for him. 

Question. Are these the only leases, or contracts, of record between Lewis 
and the Indians, or between Lewis and Currin and the Indians, or between 
Currin and the Indians? 

Answer. They are -the only leases or contracts with the Indians of record, 
or of which I know or ever heard of. 

JOHN C. MORRISON. 

The foregoing deposition was taken, subscribed, and sworn to before me, 
the undersigned justice of the peace in and for Humphreys county, State 
of Tennessee, the 16th April, 1832. 

JOHN THOMPSON, 

J. P. H’ys Cy. Tenn 
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No. 14. 

Deposition of James R. Davis, of Franklin , Tennessee. 

State of Tennessee, > 

Williamson county. $ 

James R Davis states, on oath, that he was acting as clerk for Robert P. 
Currin and Edward Breathitt, partners in trade in the town of Franklin, un¬ 
der the firm of Currin & Breathitt, in the fall of 1830, while the Chickasaw 
Indians were in Franklin negotiating a treaty. He further states, that, on 
the third day of September, 1830, the said firm of Currin & Breathitt deli¬ 
vered to said Indians goods to the amount of five hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and seventeen cents, which were paid for out of the funds deposited 
by said commissioners with the said firm of Currin & Breathitt, as appears 
from their books, kept by this deponent at that time, the entries of which are 
in his handwriting. The deponent further states that he does not know, 
neither does he believe, that the said Robert P. Currin made any presents to 
the Indians, or delivered to them, or any of them, any goods out of the 
store of said firm, which were charged to, or paid for by him the said Currin. 

JAS. R. DAVIS. 

Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 19th day of April, 1832. 

WM. E. OWEN, 

J. P. of Williamson Cy. Tejin. 


Deposition of Charles G. Olmsted, of the town of Franklin, Tennessee , 
taken the — day of Jipril, 1832. 

State of Tennessee, > 

Williamson county, } A ‘ 

Charles G. Olmsted states, on oath, that, in the fall of 1830, after the 
treaty between the United States,and the Chickasaw Indians had been con¬ 
cluded, John H. Eaton, esq. one of the commissioners on the part of the 
United States, informed this deponent that the commissioners were about to 
make the Indians some presents, and handed to this deponent an order from 
the commissioners requesting him to deliver to each of the Indians a certain 
quantity of goods, or goods to a certain amount. Deponent is inclined to 
the opinion that each Indian was to get two female dresses of some cotton 
goods, not to cost over fifty cents per yard, or goods to that amount: the or¬ 
der was not preserved. Deponent delivered the .goods to the Indians, made 
out his bill, and received his money from Dr. Edward Breathitt, or Col. 
Benjamin Reynolds, the Indian agent, the deponent does not recollect 
which. He understood that the person paying him was the agent or pay¬ 
master for the commissioners. Deponent signed a receipt, which he un¬ 
derstood was to answer as a voucher, and to be filed in the War Department. 
Amount of bill about one hundred and twenty dollars. 

C. G. OLMSTED. 

Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 19th day of April, 1832. 

WM. E. O WEN, 

J. P. W. Cy. Tenh. 
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No. 15. 

Whereas a lease of land, four miles square, was secured, under the 4th 
article of a treaty concluded on ihe 19th day of October, 1818, between the 
United States and the Chickasaw nation of Indians; and Levi Colbert and 
James Brown, under the same treaty, were appointed agents and trustees 
by the Chickasaw nation to make said lease; and whereas William B. 
Lewis, a citizen of the United States, afterwards procured from said trus¬ 
tees, Colbert and Brown, a lease for the same, on condition of his paying 
annually a certain amount of salt to said nation, provided he should succeed 
in finding salt water; and whereas the said William B Lewis and Robert P. 
Currin, who, subsequently, became interested with him, have, as is shown, 
expended about the sum of three thousand dollars in endeavoring to find salt 
waler, but without success: And the Indians, who are about to leave their 
ancient country, being desirous to have this land and lease placed in such a 
condition as that some benefit may result to their nation; they do hereby 
agree with said Robert P. Currin, a citizen of the United States, for himself, 
and as the agent and attorney in fact of the said William B. Lewis—John 
H. Eaton and John Coffee, the United States’ commissioners to treat with 
said Chickasaw nation, being present, and assenting thereto: that the lease 
heretofore made be so changed, that the rent therein agreed to be paid, is 
entirely released and discharged from the date of said lease, together with 
all claim arising on account of the same; and it is now agreed that said 
lease shall remain as heretofore made, with this alteration: that two thou¬ 
sand dollars shall be paid to said Colbert and Brown, trustees as aforesaid 
for the Chickasaw nation, to wit, five hundred dollars now in hand, five 
hundred dollars on the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-one, and one thousand dollars on the first day of October, one thou¬ 
sand eight hundred and thirty-two. And it is further agreed, in consideration 
of said alteration of said original lease and contract herein made and agreed 
upon, and the said Robert P. Currin, for himself and the said William B. 
Lewis, for each and for both, he having full authority to act in the premises, 
will annually pay to said trustees four bushels of salt, or the value thereof, 
as they and the nation may agree to and direct. 

In testimony whereof, and in the presence of the commissioners appoint¬ 
ed to treat with the Chickasaw nation of people on the part of the United 
States, the parties respectively have hereunto set their hands and affixed 
their seals, this first day of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
fhirtv. 

WILLIAM B. LEWIS, [l. s.] 
By his agent and attorney in f act , R. P. Currin . 

R. P. CURRIN, [l. s.] 

Levi Colbert, his x mark. [l. s.J 

James Brown, his x mark. [l. s.] 

James Colbert, his x mark. [l. s.] 
George Colbert, his x mark. [l. s.] 
William McGilvery, his xmark. [l. s.] 
Isaac Alberson, his x mark. [l. s.] 
To-pul-ka, his x mark. [l. s.] 

Ish-te-ki-yo-ka-tubbe, his xmark.[ l. s.] 
Ish-te lu-cha, his x mark. [l. s.] 

Xm-me-haul-te-tubbe, hisx mark. [l. su] 
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Signed in presence of us: 
Preston Hay. 

R. McGavock, jr. 
Lemuel Smith, jr. 
D. W. Donelson. 
James H. Wilson. 


Ish-te-ya-tubbe, his x mark. [l. s.] 

Ah-to-ka-vva, his x mark. [l. s.] 

Ook-lana-yo-ubbe, his x mark. [l, s.] 

In-he-yo-chet-tubbe, his x mark. [l. s.] 
Im-mo-la-subbe, his mark. [l. s.J 

Hush-ta-ta-be, his x mark. [l. s.] 

In-na-wa-ka che, his x mark, [l. s.] 

Oh-he-cubbe, his x mark, [l. s.] 

Kin-he-che, his mark. [l. s.] 

J. McLish. [l. s.] 


The State of Tennessee, Williamson county court, October term, 18S0: 

This agreement between Robert P. Currin and William B. Lewis, by 
his agent and attorney in fact Robert P. Currin, of the one part, and Levi 
Colbert, James Brown, James Colbert, George Colbert, William McGilvery, 
Isaac Alberson, To-pul-ka, Ish-te-ki yo-ka tubbe, Ish-te-lu-cha, Im-me- 
haul-te-tubbe, Ish-te-ya-tubbe, Ah-to-ka-wa, Ook-la-na-yo-ubbe, In-he-yo- 
chet-tubbe, Im-mo-la-subbe, Hush-ta-la-he, In-na-wa ka-che, Oh-he-cubbe, 
Kin-he-che, and J. McLish, representatives of the Chickasaw nation of 
Indians, of the other part, is produced in court for probate. The execution 
thereof is duly proven by the oath of Preston Hay, a subscribing witness 
thereto: the same is ordered to be so certified. 

And, on the 15th of October, 1830, this agreement between Robert P. 
Currin, and William B. Lewis, by his agent and attorney in fact Robert P. 
Currin, of the one part, and Levi Colbert, James Brown, James Colbert, 
George Colbert, William McGilvery, Isaac Alberson, To-pul-ka, Ish-te ki- 
yo-ka-tubbe, Ish-te-lu-cha, Im-me-haul-te tubbe, Ish-te-ya-tubbe, Ah-to-ka- 
vva, Ook-laan ya-ubbe, In-he-yo-chet-tubbe, Im-mo-la-subbe, Hush-ta-ta-he, 
In-na-wa-ka-che, Oh-he-cubbe, Kin-he che, and J. McLish, representatives 
of the Chickasaw nation of Indians, of the other part, is again produced in 
court for probate, the execution thereof proven by the oaths of Lemuel 
Smith and Randal McGavock, subscribing witnesses thereto; and the same 
is ordered to be certified. 

In testimony whereof, I, Thomas Harden, clerk of said court, have here¬ 
unto subscribed my name, and affixed the seal of said court, at office ip 
Franklin, this 6th day of November, A. D. 1830. 

THOMAS HARDEN, Clerk, 

State of Tennessee, Humphreys county: 

Register's Office, June 23, 1831.—Then was the foregoing agreement 
from the Chickasaw nation of Indians to William B. Lewis and Robert P. 
Currin, duly registered in said office, in book D, page 551. 

’ JOHN C. MORRISON, 

Register for said county. 
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State of Tennessee, Humphreys county: 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing copy of an agreement between 
the Chickasaw nation of Indians, and Robert P. Currin, agent and attorney 
in fact for William B. Lewis, together with its probates, is correct, as 
shows of record now in my office. Given under my hand. April 16, 1832 

JOHN C. MORRISON, 

Register for said county. 


Journal of the Committee on the Public Lands, on the resolution of in¬ 
quiry touching the reservation of four miles square for salt purposes, 
by the treaty of 19 th October, 1819, between the Chickasaw Indians 
and the United States. 

February 25, 1832. 

The committee met by special order. 

Present—Messrs. Wieklifi'e, Irvin, Hunt, Clay, Plummer, Boon, and 
Duncan. 

The resolution of the House was read by the Chairman, as follows: 

4 ‘ Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to 
inquire to whom, and on what conditions, the tract of land reserved by the 
4iu article of tr.e treaty with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, of October 19, 
18IS, was leased; whether the said tract has reverted to the United States 
on the failure of the conditions of the reservation; whether any change has 
Leen made, or attempted to be made, in the lease aforesaid, inconsistent with 
the conditions and object of the reservation; and, if so, when, by whom, in 
whose favor, and to what effect said change was made, or attempted to be 
made; by whom the tract aforesaid is now occupied, possessed, or claimed; 
what was its reputed value in 1818, and what is its value, as far as the same 
can be ascertained: with power to send for persons and papers, and with 
leave to report what measures, if any, it is proper for this House to adopt in 
the premises.” 

Mr Clay moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, inasmuch as the treaty made with the Chickasaw tribes 
ef Indians, in the year 1830, has never been ratified, or submitted to the 
Senate for their advice and consent, it is not within the competency of the 
Committee of the House of Representatives to call for said treaty, or any part 
thereof; or, if considered a compact merely, it is improper to call for it be¬ 
fore the President or Senate have passed upon it; and, without said treaty, 
and the journal of the commissioners connected therewith, it is impossible 
to prosecute the several inquiries proposed by the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, adopted on the 21st instant, and report thereon, consist¬ 
ently with the terms of the said resolution, or with justice to the commis¬ 
sioners who negotiated the treaty, or the person or persons claiming under 
the lease therein referred to. 

Resolved, further , That the question “ whether the said tract (embraced 
by said treaty and lease) has reverted to the United States, or. the failure of 
the conditions of the reservation,” or from any other cause, as it involves the 
right of lessees claiming under the trustees of said reservation, is properly 
one of judicial cognizance, and not one calling for legislative action. 
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Mr. Hunt moved to lay the resolution on the table, and passed in the ne¬ 
gative: 

Yeas—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, and Plummer. 

Nays—Messrs. Clay, Duncan, Boon, and Wickliffe. 

Mr. Plummer then moved to amend the resolution, by striking out the 
words “ within the competency of,” and insert “ expedient for which 
amendment was rejected: 

Yeas—Messrs. Plummer and Boon. 

Nays—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, Duncan, Clay, and Wickliffe. 

And, on the question to agree to said resolution, it passed in the negative: 

Yeas—Messrs. Clay and Boon. 

Nays—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, Duncan, and Wickliffe. 

Mr. Plummer desired to be excused trom voting on the resolution, in con¬ 
sequence of the failure of his amendment. 

Mr. Irvin moved the following resolution: 

Resolved , That the Chairman of this Committee address a note to the Se¬ 
cretary of War, respectfully requesting a copy of the treaty made with the 

Chickasaw tribe of Indians on the-day of —, 1830, or so much 

thereoi as relates to a grant of a tract of land of four miles square to Messrs. 

Wm. B. Lewis and-Currin, if, in the opinion of the President, such 

communication can be made without injury to the public service; and that 
he also communicate a copy of the journal of the commissioners who made 
the treaty, and such other papers as may be in the department touching the 
subject of the reservation aforesaid. The request to be accompanied by a 
copy of the resolution of the House. 

Mr. Plummer moved the following resolution: 

Resolved r , That, in the opinion of the committee, the subject referred to 
them properly belongs to another tribunal, and that the committee ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Which motion, being considered as a privilege question, was taken up, 
considered, and rejected. 

Yeas—Messrs. Clay, Boon, and Plummer. 

Nays—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt., Duncan, and Wickliffe. 

Mr. Clay moved the following resolution: 

Resolved That the Chairman of this Committee be required to commu¬ 
nicate to General John Coffee, of Lauderdale county, Alabama, and to the 
Hon. John H. Eaton, and Mr. Robert P. Currin, of Franklin, Tennessee, 
who have been referred to in the preliminary stages of this proceeding, the 
nature and objects of the investigation proposed by the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, adopted on the 21st instant, in reference to the 
treaties with the Chickasavvs of 1818 and 1830, and a lease or leases made 
under them, or either of them; and that said Chairman notify the said Cof¬ 
fee, Eaton, and Currin, that they will be heard in their defence before any 
report shall be made, or any examination of witnesses shall take place. 

Committee adjourned, to meet again on Monday, 27th February, at 10 
o’clock, A. M. 

Monday, February 27, 1832. 

Committee met according to adjournment. 

Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Clay, Hunt, and Duncan. 

Mr. Hunt moved the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the resolution of Mr. Clay, directing the Chairman to 
notify Messrs. Coffee, Eaton, and Currin, that they will be heard in their 
defence, be laid on the table until some charges shall be made against them, 
as none now exists before this committee. 

And, on agreeing to the same, it passed in the affirmative: 

Yeas—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, Duncan, and Wickliffe. 

Nay—Mr. Clay. 

The committee proceeded to consider the resolution offered on the 25th 
inst. by Mr. Irvin; and, on the question to agree to the same, it passed in 
the affirmative: 

Yeas—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, Duncan, and Wickliffe. 

Nay—Mr. Clay. 

Mr. Hunt moved the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Chairman be instructed to communicate to Messrs. 
William.Fitzgerald, Cave Johnson, and Edward Everett, copies oi the reso¬ 
lution adopted and referred by the House to this committee, on the 21st 
instant, upon motion of Mr. Everett, and to summon them to appear before 
the committee, at their room, to give evidence relative to the objects of in¬ 
quiry specified in said resolution, and to bring with them the lease therein 
mentioned, or an authenticated copy thereof, and such other papers relating 
to the same which may be in their possession. 

And, on agreeing to the same, it passed in the affirmative:' 

Yeas—Messrs. Irvin, Hunt, Duncan, and Wickliffe. 

Nay—Mr. Clay. 

And then the committee adjourned. 

Monday, March 5, 1832. 

Committee met according to order. 

The Chairman communicated, and read the letter to the Secretary of War, 
and his answer, together with the documents accompanying the same. 

The Chairman also communicated to the committee that he had issued 
summonses for Edward Everett, Cave Johnson, and Wm. Fitzgerald, the 
two latter of whom were in attendance. 

Messrs. Cave Johnson and Fitzgerald were severally sworn to give evi¬ 
dence before the committee touching the subjects embraced in the reso¬ 
lution now under investigation. (See evidence of Mr. Johnson-, this day’s 
proceedings.) 

Committee adjourned to meet again on the 8th inst. 

Thursday, March 8, 1832. 

Committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Clay, and Duncan, 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Chairman employ a discreet agent, to proceed to Ten¬ 
nessee, for the purpose of taking, before a justice of the peace in that State, 
the depositions of such witnesses, touching the subject embraced in the re¬ 
solution of the House of Representatives, as, in his discretion, may be ma¬ 
terial; and that a copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives be 
enclosed to Wm. B. Lewis and R. P. Currin, and that they be informed 
they may be present at the taking said depositions in Tennessee, and that 
testimony by them will be heard by the commissioner, should they deem 
it fit to submit any. 
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Monday, March 12, 1832. 

The committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Duncan, Clayj 
and Piummer. 

The Chairman informed the committee that, in obedience to the order of 
the committee, he had engaged Benjamin Tobin, esq. of Kentucky, a per¬ 
son every way competent, to go to Tennessee to take the depositions required. 

Mr. Clay objected to Mr. Tobin, upon the ground that he was informed 
Mr. Tobin was opposed to the administration, and a warm partizai;; and 
moved to appoint Mr. Collinsworth, the district attorney of the United 
States for West Tennessee. 

Mr. Irvin suggested that Mr. Collinsworth be associated with Mr. To¬ 
bin, and be allowed compensation, from Nashville, Tennessee, during the 
time he may be engaged in taking the depositions, and his return to Nash¬ 
ville; which proposition was agreed to: 

Yeas—Messrs. Clay, Irvin, Duncan, and Plummer. 

Nay—Mr. Wickliffe. 

Ordered, That the Chairman see Mr. Collinsworth, and ascertain of him 
if he will undertake the business. 

Wednesday, May 9, 1832. 

The committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Clay, Boon, 
and Duncan. 

The Chairman submitted to the committee the report and the depositions 
taken by the commissioners, Tobin and Collinsworth; which were read. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make out the report to be submitted to the 
committee. 

Saturday, May 26, 1832. 

Committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Clay, Irvin, Boon, and 
Plummer. 

The report was read. Mr. Clay desired time to look over it, and exarmne 
the report, and moved for time. 

Ordered, That the committee adjourn, to meet at 9 o’clook on Monday, 
28th, 1832. 

Monday, May 28, 1832. 

The committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Duncan, Clay, 
Plummer, and Choate. 

Mr. Irvin moved to postpone the further consideration of the report for 
the present. 

Yeas—Messrs. Clay, Irvin, and Plummer. 

Nays—Messrs. Duncan and Choate. 

Wednesday, June 6, 1882. 

Committee met. Present—Messrs. Wickliffe, Irvin, Clay, Duncan, Pltl- 
mer. Boon, and Choate. 

Upon the question of the report being made: 

Yeas—Messrs. Duncan, Boon, Choate, Irvin, and Wickliffe. 

Nay—Mr. Piummer and Clay. 
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